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BUSINESS MEN WANT A REASON. 


THE governing committee of the UNIon is 
finding considerable opposition from points 
where the conflagration charge has been put 
in effect or is proposed to go into effect. The 
committee has determined that no reconsidera- 
tion of the plans will be had and that the 
charge must be collected unless the require- 
ments are met with. The committee desires it 
to be made plain that when any one of the set 
of requirements is completed the 5 percent 
charge for that set will be reduced, regardless 
of what is done with the other sets. The gov- 
erning committee has requested the co-opera- 
tion of non-union companies in enforcing it. 

The main cause of the opposition is largely 
owing to the way this action has been pre- 
sented to municipalities and business men. 
They do not understand it. An increase in 
insurance rates at any time always brings a 
protest. In the present case, after there have 
been so many charges, there is more hostility 
than ever. What is needed is to have a com- 
mittee go to these points and explain to the 
municipal officers and business men the scheme 
and suggest plans for having the requirements 
met. When the Duluth delegation visited the 
governing committee and the plan was cor- 
rectly shown to them they went away with an 
entirely different idea. Most business men 
are fair-minded, but they all come from Mis- 
souri and have to be “shown.” When they 
see the justice of the companies’ contentions 
they are willing to co-operate and meet the 
requirements. They do not want to be dic- 
tated to, but desire a reason for all that is 
done, 


CHICAGO NEEDS FIRE COMPANIES. 


THE organizing of the CALUMET INSURANCE 
ComMPANY of Illinois, with headquarters in 
Chicago, has led to some inquiry as to the 
opportunities for other companies in the great 
western metropolis. It is a fact that no great 
enthusiasm has been shown since the fire of 
1871 in promoting fire insurance companies in 
Chicago. Several have been proposed and 
came to naught. The WeEsTeRN UNDERWRIT- 
ERS ASSOCIATION was capitalized by GERMAN 
of Freeport money. The Trapers is the rep- 
resentative Chicago company, because of its 
Successful career and extensive operations. 
The Merropotiran is a younger company, 
small, it is true, and hence limited in its 
scope, but well managed. The Scotriso Na- 





TIONAL has just retired, because the capital 
invested in it did not seem sufficient returns 
for a small institution, and they did not care 
to wait until it grew. 

The main difficulty with most of the pro- 
posed companies is the fact that prominent 
and successful Chicago capitalists have not 
been interested. They have not been con- 
vinced that the opportunities for returns in 
an investment of this kind are at hand. 


is a 


There 
fear that fire insurance stocks of new 
companies would not prove profitable. If the 
right kind of business men get interested and 
handle the financial end of a company, there 
is plenty of competent talent to take the un- 
derwriting. Business men want to know that 
the underwriting is to be in capable hands. 
Most promoters in the past have not been able 
to inspire confidence. 

Chicago needs some good companies with 
ample funds to back them in their operations. 
We believe the time is fully ripe for the or- 
ganization of strong insurance companies in 
the great western city. The large companies 
have a great advantage in many ways. The 
natural place for small companies is in the 
lesser cities, where the scope of operation is 
more limited. Rates are now at a profitable 
point. The shrewd underwriters to-day are 
building on this fact. The successful compa- 
nies are widening their course, because they 
know they are getting more money for their 
liability assumed, and they are confident that 
rates will never get to the level of previous 
years. The time will soon come when ex- 
penses in the large cities must be curtailed. 

We want to see Chicago as the home of 
a half dozen large companies. The great 
western field is to be the golden harvest for 
the future. The country is developing, and 
with its growth along solid lines there will be 
need for substantial fire insurance companies 
backed by western capital. Chicago, wonderful 
in her other financial and business enterprises, 
should not fail in her underwriting corpora- 
tions. Small companies are well and good, 
but we advocate the organization of compa- 
nies with at least $500,000 funds, and pref- 
erably, $1,000,000. 

Chicago’s business men need to be interested 
in the possibilities of home companies. 


WILL REPORT TO CHICAGO BRANCH. 


Manitoba and Almost All of Ontario Will Be 
in Charge of Manager Sage of the 
German American. 


Following the announcement that the Ger- 
man American will operate in Canada, it is 
learned that Manitoba and the western and 
central portions of Ontario will report to the 
western department of the company under 
Manager W. H. Sage, at Chicago. No field 
men will be appointed for this territory, as 
there are no special agents in Canada other 
than an inspector, who is really a solicitor. 
The agents do not write their own policies, 
but issue binders for thirty days and send 
the applications to the company to have the 
policies written. It is likely that Manager 
Sage will visit the new territory in a short 
time and become acquainted with it. He has 
a number of applications for agents in the 
new field. 





UNITED FIREMENS TO RE-ENTER THE WEST. 


President R. B. Beath of the United Fire- 
mens has been in the West on a tour of inspec- 
tion and also on a visit to the World’s Fair. 
Mr. Beath says his company contemplates, 
after a three years’ absence, a re-entry of the 
western field, and it is very probable that it 
will seek admission in a short while to a num- 
ber of western States. The company is already 
in several of the central western States, such 
as Ohio, Michigan and Illinois. 





SURETY COMPANY BEING PROMOTED. 
Chicago Interests Are Back of a Movement to 


Organize a $250,000 Institution- 
Plan Yet in Infancy. 


The Illinois Surety Company has been incor- 
porated and filed its charter with the Illinois 
department. Its capital is $250,000. 
corporators are L. F. Reinhard, Martin D. 
Harris and Floyd Frazier. ‘The attorneys are 
Hopkins, Dolph, Pepper and Hopkins of Chi- 
cago. This is United States Senator A. J. 
Hopkins’ law firm. The plans of the pro- 
moters are still in embryo. There is a feeling 
that there should be a surety company in Chi- 
cago managed by an experienced and success 
ful underwriter. The last move in Chicago 
along this line was the Federal Surety, which 
combined with the Union Surety of Indian- 
apolis. ‘ 


The in- 





WILL HAVE TORNADO ORGANIZATION. 


Meeting Held at Which the Preliminaries to 
An Agreement Are Arranged—Halle 
Is President. 


Companies writing tornado business in the 
West had representatives at a meeting held 
Wednesday in Chicago for the purpose of 
forming an organization to regulate that 
branch of underwriting, There are about 
seventy companies in Western Union territory 
that write tornado insurance and in the neigh- 
borhood of 7o percent of the premiums was 
represented at the meeting. The attendance 
was larger than was anticipated and the feel- 
ing was unanimous that an 
companies is needed. E. G. Halle of the 
Germania was elected president and S. A. 
Rothermel of the Traders secretary. A com- 
mittee was appointed, consisting of J. L. Whit- 
lock of the Glens Falls, chairman; C. E. 
Sheldon of the American of Newark, William 
Trembor of the German of Freeport, C. R. 
Tuttle of the Continental, M. L. C. Funk- 
houser of the Farmers & Merchants, G, W. 
Blossom of the National of Hartford, I. S. 
Blackwelder of the Niagara, A. J. Harding 
of the Springfield, and J. J. McDonald of 
the Connecticut, who will form a policy, con- 
sider rates, coinsurance, reinsurance and gen- 
eral practices and report to a later meeting. 
The committee on constitution and by-laws 
consists of W. N. Johnson of the North 
America, P. D. McGregor of the Queen, H. C. 
Martin of the Indianapolis, J. H. Leneham of 
the Phenix and W. D. Skinner of the Hawk- 
eye. 


association of 





MORGAN GOES WITH THE CALUMET. 


Stuart Morgan becomes special agent for 
the Calumet of Illinois as of November 1, 
arriving in Chicago yesterday, and will make 
his headquarters there. He hag been for the 
past year assistant to Henry Fowler in the 
New York state field and previously was 
connected with the Ohio farm’ department of 
the Home under E. D, Morgan at Columbus. 





CONFERENCE ON AN IMPORTANT SUBJECT. 


A. W. Masters, United States manager of 
the London Guarantee and Accident, George 
D. Webb and B. H. Conkling of the Chicago 
agency and Fred Gray, the Milwaukee man- 
ager, have been at the home office in London 
in conference with the officials on a very im- 
portant subject. 





A new agency has been started in Chicago 
by Swanson & Waibel. The partners are 
Oscar B. Swanson, former Cook county man- 
ager of the Western Underwriters, and J. E. 
Waibel, former counter man for Brummel 
Bros. They will have a sole agency of the 
Buffalo Commercial and an independent line 
of the Delaware. 





The Peninsula Paper Company’s mill at 
Ypsilanti, Mich., has been taken on by the 
Western Factory Association. The plant is 
provided with a Grinnell wet pipe system, new 
and modern, with a first-class water supply. 
The insurable value is $145,000. 
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REC i LECT INS OF LONG AGO 


INCIDENTS OF EARLY UNDERWRITING 





William B. Robins Tells of Practices and Re- 
lates Happenings in Cincinnati Early 
in the Last Century. 


October 28—To the Editor :—In 
of every business there is a motor 
of its successful prosecution. Like 
in music, good effects require its 
throughout. In fire insurance, 
analysis of the mofal hazards discloses such 
principle, outranking in profit and loss potency 
even the physical hazards which are so con- 
spicuous and seem to determine results, and 
it is the latent combined force of the moral 
hazards that really dominates. Conceding to 
the physical hazards inaumerable finalities of 
disaster, it is a fact that they are preceded— 
underlaid—by ‘equally numerous and_ varied 
moral hazards. In a broad sense this term 
and class, composed of primary sources of fire 
loss and its avoidance, do not relate solely 
ior even mainly to "policyholders and in- 
cendiarism. ‘They comprehend chiefly the ani- 
mus, discernment, policy and standing of rep- 
resentatives of a fire insurance company. 
Lack in them of beneficial qualifications per- 
mits chronic admission of the entire class of 
moral hazards pertaining to risks, which the 
presence of corrective qualifications excludes. 

These Principles iMustrated in Careers of Men 

This basic fact is clearly illustrated in the 
western field of fire insurance by the career 
during the past half century of H. M. Magill, 
general western manager of the Phoenix, and 


Chicago, 
the heart 
principle 
the keynote 
predominence 


of J. B. Bennett, F. C. Bennett and W. H. 
Wyman, general western managers of the 
AZtna. All these virtual pioneers of western 


fire insurance were embodiments—and W. H. 
Wyman, surviving, yet is—of discriminating 
conservatism. In youth all were so imbued, 
thoroughly versed as clerks—and, as to the 
Bennetts, also as traveling agents—of the 
western department general agency office or 
the Protection F. & M. Insurance Company 
of Hartford at Cincinnati. This salutary trend 
of western fire insurance dates from 1825 
Robins Becomes Interested in Fire Insurance. 
During the summer of that year Ephraim 
RKubins, a retired merchant of Boston and New 
York, located in 1819 at Cincinnati, happened 
to see a newspaper notice of the organization 
of the Protection Fire & Marine Insurance 
Company of Hartford. He conceived the idea 
of a western department of that company, com- 
bining under general central management a 
corps of sub-agents to be appointed at all 
cities and important towns throughout the 
West, then mainly bounded by the Mississippi 
liver. 
He Creates a Position for Himself. 
to Hartford, he placed in 


Repairing the 


hands of Thos. C. Perkins, secretary of the 
company, an exhaustive review of the ad- 
vantages of the Mississippi valley as a fire 


insurance field, if worked under control of 
sub-agents by a general agent empowered to 
ystematize and fully develop its capabilities. 
lhe proposition indicating broad views and 
enterprise, was appoved by the board of di- 
and they appointed Ephraim Robins 
their general agent of the western department, 
having its headquarters at Cincinnati. 

Returning thereto and entering on _ his 
twenty years’ work, 1825 to 1845, his watch- 
words from first to last were high-grade busi- 
ness, comprising in concrete form all prac- 
ticable eliminations of moral hazards, all ob- 
jectionable exposures, whether sinister, neg- 
lectful, insolvent or otherwise showing marks 
cf inferiority. 

Commences Appointing Sub-Agents. 

His first traveling agent empowered to nom- 
inate sub-agents was John P. Foote, a promi- 
nent citizen of Cincinnati. The instructions 
given to him were to first thoroughly canvass 
® city or town, communicating with its mer- 
chants, whose convenience would be pro- 
moted by getting their insurance on the spot, 
instead of sending East, and from them to 
get recommendations of such of their towns- 


rectors 


men as they deemed most suitable to receive 
the appointment. 
It was enjoined by special instructions to 


the traveling that his selection of a 


nominee 


agent 





from these recommendations must be 


strictly governed by high grade of character, 

position and influence, together with such de- 

gree of financial independence as would over- 

rule and wholly exclude all inducement to ac- 

cept inferior risks for their commissions. 
Some of the Early Agents Appointed. 

Consequently leading men were everywhere 
appointed sub-agents and such for twenty 
years continued to be the rule of all sub-agency 
appointments. They included the Hon. Co- 
lumbus Delano at Mount Vernon, O., subse- 
qunently in the cabinet at Washington; Judge 
A. H. Dunlevy, Lebanon, O.; Douglas Put- 
nam, pioneer and leading townsman of Mari- 
etta, O.; Wm. P. Creed, leading lawyer of 
Lancaster, O.; Isaac Dillon, postmaster, Zanes- 
ville, O.; D. D. T. Cowen, St. Clairsville, O.; 
Jas. A. Shedd, Dayton, O.; D. A. Schutte, 
Chillicothe, O.; Wm. F. Peterson, Wheeling, 
Va.; Philip L. Spooner, leading lawyer, Law- 
renceburg, Ind., father of Senator John C. 
Spooner; E. G. "W hitney, Madison, Ind.; John 
Mitchell, banker, Evansville, Ind. ; Elijah Cof- 
fin, Richmond, Ind.; Chas. Craft, Terre Haute, 
Ind.; Henry Enders, Paducah, Ky.; John 
Mackey, Covington, Ky.; Chas. L. Vernon, 
New Albany, Ind.; H. K. Lindsey, Newport, 
Ky.; Henry Wingate, Frankfort, Ky.; Jas. E. 
Tyler, Louisville, Ky.; Wm. Talbot, Paris, 
‘y.; John B. Mcllvain, Maysville. Ky.; Wm. 
Hempstead, banker, Galena, IIl.; Ebenezer 
Moore, Quincy, Ill.; Matthew B. Stacy, Jack- 
sonville, Ill.; Hill & McGunnigle, St. Louis, 
Mo.; Jonas Levy, Little Rock, Ark.; Mark 
Walton, New Orleans, La.; F. Barksdale, Ya- 
zoo City, Miss.; Wilkens Tannehill, Nashville, 
Tenn., and many others, all of who possesed 
the high-grade qualifications required. Nu- 
merous incidental benefits resulted other than 
avoidance of glaring forms of moral hazard. 

Compensation of Agents. 

Ten -agents of this genuine appreciative 

tamp so well knew and respected the prin- 
a governing the general agencv that can- 
celation of the risks they reported were vir- 
tually never needful, whereby a cumbrous 
branch of work, repudiating sub-agency trans- 
actions, was wholly avoided. By consequence, 
also, sub-agency reports were solely on the last 
day of each month, no oftener needed. Rate 
oi commission, 10 percent, unvarying, was al- 
ways satisfactory. The only departure from 
this was an option granted to either accept it 
or a combined currently charged percentage 
of aggregate monthly’ premiums and a very 
moderate contingent commission, annually ac- 
cruing, under profit and loss sheet, sent to 
each who had chosen such compensation. The 
ccmpensation of the general agent of the Pro- 
tection was mainly contingent, viz.. a salary of 
$1,500 per annum and 10 percent of the yearly 
profits of the western department. 

Old Cincinnati board Troubles. 

Of clash between union and non-union com- 
panies there was as yet none, excepting at 
Cincinnati. There it was a bitter fight, break- 
ing up time and again the local board of fire 
underwriters. The members of this board 
were Geo. W. Neff, president of the Firemens 
Insurance Company, and president of the 
beard; John Young, president, and B. B. 
Whiteman, secretary of the Cincinnati Insur- 
ance Company ; ; A. M. Searles, president of the 
Merchants & Manufacturers Insurance Com- 
pany; John S. Law, general manager of the 
Royal; Ephraim Robins, general agent of the 
Frotection, and secretary of the board; 
Henry Hayes, local agent of the Protection, 
and the writer, who was local agent of the 
7Etna and the Hartford. These invariably ad- 
hered strictly to the tariff rates of the board. 
Its frequent disruption and subsequent reor- 
ganization after fights with the rate cutters 
were caused by competition of the Lexington 
(Ky.) company, John W. Hartwell, Cincin- 
nati agent, and the Columbus (O.) company, 
busily operating its Squire Burgoyne Cincin- 
nati branch. The Equitable Fire Insurance 
Company of Cincinnati, exceptionally well 
nianaged on a mutual basis, transacted a slow- 
going, restricted, safe line of business; and 
other mutual companies of the northern Ohio 
Western Reserve made up aggregately a for- 
midable competition opposing the board tariff 
rates. 

How the Rates Ran in the West. 

Throughout the West premium rates were 
well maintained. Three and five year terms 
of insurance of dwellings and contents had 
not yet developed. The annual rate on them 
was I percent on 60 feet detached frames and 
one-half of one percent on similarly detached 





brick and stone buildings and contents. When 
merchandise in wooden ranges of stores was 
moderately covered by reason of exceptionally 
adequate rates obtainable, as was notably the 
case at Little Rock, Ark., Jonas Levy, agent, 
the premiums therefor rose to 3, 4 or 5 percent 
per annum. 
Items of Expense of the Times. 

Remittances from the latter agency in those 
scant and various money currency days were 
made in fully executed pension papers or a 
batch of halves of United States treasury notes, 
remaining halyes by next mail. President 
Jackson’s specie circular restricting to specie 
all payments to the government, the writer 
as office boy would take $10 to $20 in silver or 
gold to the postoffice to cover postages. No 
stamps as yet, single one-half ounce postage, 
25 cents, written in bold red ink figures on 
the letter, and running up 25 cents additional 
for each one-half ounce. The postage account 
was therefore a heavy expense, and the so- 
licited and granted donations to the hand fire 
engine companies at numerous agencies were 
a close second. 

Early Fire Department and Salvage Corps. 

Miles Greenwood at Cincinnati was the stal- 
wart chief of its brigade of hand fire engines, 
until A. B. Latta of that city invented and 
brought into use his steam fire engine. Sup- 
plementary to the hand engine system, a salv- 
age corps of fire insurance men and others, of 
which the writer and Henry Hayes, the Cin- 
cinnati sub-agent, were members, provided 
with poles touching end to end, formed a pro- 
tecting cordon around goods rescued and piled 
in the street. 

Office System in Vogue. 

The general agency associations of J. B. 
Bennett, F. C. Bennett, W. H. Wyman and 
H. M. Magill, before entering on their careers 
as managers, were in all respects of a_sys- 
tematic, as well as conservative, nature. Near 
to the date of decease of Ephraim Robins, 
general agent, he wrote his one thousandth 
“weekly communication” to the home office. 
Each “weekly communication,” being a Sat- 
urday evening report under printed captions, 
“Losses Paid,” “New Losses,” “Agents Ap- 
pointed,” “Correspondence” and “Miscellane- 
ous,” detailed all important events and circum- 
stances of the ,week’s business. Accounts with 
the home office were rendered quarterly up to 
March 31, June 30, September 30, December 
31, comprising minutely classified incidental 
expense, commissions, gross premiums, net pre- 
miums, losses paid and profit, and therewith 
the aggregate footing of each caption brought 
forward from previaus quarterly accounts, of 
which, including that of December 31, 1844, 
there were seventy-seven. 

Books Were Carefully Kept. 

Primarily, and until the appointment of 
Henry Hayes as Cincinnati local agent, the 
bookkeeping department was under his charge. 
Emigrated from Bury St. Edmonds, Eng., in 
1827, where his business was that of surveyor, 
estate agent, and agent of the Hand-in-Hand 
Fire Insurance Company, he was an expert 
in bookkeeping and general office work. Each 
file or settled loss papers had its endorsed 
“Award No. With genuine English 
thoroughness the rolled chart, being a quar- 
terly account, was enclosed in a sealed metal 
canister for its transmission to Hartford. Ii 
reference were needed to any material event 
of previous years at an agency the files of 
its number would invariably show it. Ephraim 
Robins, also skilled in accounts, gave prefer- 
ence to the English and Scotch old country 
bookkeepers, Jas. S. Davidson and_ others, 
deeming them a more thoroughly reliable and 
steady-going class. 

Every Year Showed a Profit. 

By permanent combination of sub-agencs 
control, broad scale of high-grade risks, strict]: 
conservative and instructive letters from th« 
general agent to his sub- -agents and _ clerical 
work of the highest order, it is manifest that 
collectively the high- grade profit principle of 
fire insurance was most absolutely secure: 
Consequently, every year, from 1825 to 1845. 
realized to the company large and increasin: 
profit from its western department. 

John S. Law of Georgia, having repaired t 
Cincinnati as his selected headquarters of th 





Western department of the Royal In- 
surance Company of Liverpool, conferre: 
with Ephraim Robins at the general 


agency office of the Protection, at which in 
terview the writer was present. He was most 
cordially welcomed as a reliable upholder of 
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the high-grade principle of fire insurance profit. 
His eminently successful career as manager 
and that of his sons succeeding him, John H. 
Law and G. Wallace Law, managers at Cin- 
cinnati and Chicago, conformably to the high- 
grade principle, afford conclusive proof of its 
validity. Witi1AM Burnet Rosins. 


POINTERS & 


FOR LOCAL AGENTS, 














A subscriber asks for information upon the 
were y questions: 

. A owns a house and lot, value, $1,500. He 
sistas the house for $800. A sells the 
house and lot to B for $1,500 on a contract 
for a deed. B pays $1,200 cash, the balance, 
$300, to be paid in one year at 6 percent in- 
terest, A to give deed only upon payment of 
the $300 balance. What should be done with 
the $800 policy, in order to protect both A 
and B? 

2. A takes unto himself a wife. He furnishes 
his house completely with his own money 
Would it be proper for him to insure the 
household goods in the name of his wife? 

Answer I. There are two ways of treating 
the policy in a case like this. Some insurance 
men claim that a policy should always be writ- 
ten in the name of the party that holds the 
deed. Therefore they would simply endorse 
this one with a clause making the loss payable, 
first to A as his interest may appear, residuc 
to B. Probably the most usual procedure 
would be to assign the policy to B and then 
add the loss payable clause. In either case 
the interest of B should be fully stated. The 
following form is often used and under it no 
question ever arises, either as to the rights of 
the parties or as to the validity of the policy: 

“It is hereby understood and agreed that the 
within described property is sold [or pur- 
chased, if policy is assigned to B] on a contract 
for a deed. Loss, if any, payable first to A as 
his interest may appear, residue payable to B.” 

Some insurance men claim that the first is 
the only technically correct way, but it is plain 
that B is more fully protected if the policy ts 
assigned to him. If it remains in A’s name, a 
settlement might be made without consulting 
B. If the loss exceeded A’s interest in the 
property he might make a settlement highly 
unfavorable to B, and B would have to accept 
it. On the other hand, if the policy is assigned 
to B, there can be no settlement without his 
consent, and as A has first claim on the pro- 
mae + of the policy, he is sufficiently protected 
by his possession of the instrument, which he 
would naturally retain, For these reasons the 
assignment to B is considered the preferable 
method. 

2. If A purchases all the household goods 
with his own money, it is hard to see why he 
should insure them in his wife’s name. Tech- 
nically his wife could not recover in such a 
case. The company might pay a small claim 
if thoroughly satisfied that the loss was honest, 
but the only safe way is to insure the property 
in his own name. The case would be different 
if he gave her the property before the policy 
Was issued. 


The Pacific Starch Company of Jackson, 
Mich., recently suffered a loss of $75,000, with 
insurance only $40,000. An 8o percent clause 
would have been worth at least $20,000, as -un- 
der the clause it would have found it neces- 
sary to carry not less than $60,000 insurance. 
In demanding the clause, companies only en- 
force ordinary business prudence upon property 
owners, 

The business section of Byesville, Ohio, was 
recently destroyed by fire, the property loss 
mounting to $75,000 and the total insurance 
10 $30,000. A fire caused by lightning re- 

ently destroyed a building and the property 
of seven tenants at Goblesville, Mich. Only 
one tenant carried insurance. Agents might 
lo well to call this to the attention of cus- 
tomers that are not carrying enough insurance. 


Most of the railroads : are now requiring per- 
ons leasing their property to waive subroga- 
tion rights. Insurance companies, as a rule, are 
requiring an extra rate if such rights are 

vaived by the companies, as one of the policy 
onditions gives such rights. An agent in- 
quires if such a condition is entered into be- 
tween the assured and railroad company, what 
would be the effect on insurance, if the insur- 





ance companies or their agents are not notified 
of such a condition. ‘The question was put 
to F. M. Griswold, general adjuster for the 
Home. He said in substance: 

“If this condition was in vogue at the time 
the policies were written and the insurance 
companies were not notified, they would not 
be able to make a subrogation claim hold good 
because being cognizant of the usual require- 
ments of railroads they would be expected t 
ascertain if such a condition were in the 
lease. If such an agreement were entered into 
after the policies were in force and the com 
panies not be notified, they would have a valid 
subrogation claim. No agreement of this na 
ture can be made retroactive. A new condition 
vital to the policy is introduced which would 
have an important bearing.” 


An error is frequently made in canceling 
short-term policies before the period for which 
they were written has expired. If the annual 
premium for a certain amount of insurance 1s 
$100, and a policy is written to run three 
months, the premium would be $4o. If the 
policy is canceled, say in one month, the short 
rate of the annual premium, or $20, should hx 
retained. 


Agents, however, frequently retain 
only one-third of the three months’ premium, 
and controversy with the company us sually 
ensues. The short rate for the time the policy 


has run should always be charged, regardless 


of the face premium of the policy. 





AGENT OFFERS A GOOD SUGGESTION, 


Wants An Abridged and Simplified Edition of 
the Dean Schedule Prepared for Use 
ef Country Agents. 


To the Editors:—Not long 
an excellent editorial on the 
nishing Dean’s schedules to local agents so 
that they might know what conditions in- 
creased rates and what diminished them; the 
Insurance Post had a communication on the 
same subject from a local agent, and now 
comes the Insurance Press, which is of the 
opinion that a local fire insurance agent who 
is not posted on the points alluded to is “a 


had 
subject of fur- 


ago you 


back number, or too aged to have any am- 
bition” in that direction. 
Now, it is a positive fact that there are 


agents, some of whom have passed the me- 


ridiazn of life, who earnestly desire to be 
informed on the principles underlying rate- 
making and who would, if they knew how, 


communicate this information to owners of 
property, but who aré unable to do this because 
they do not understand the aforesaid princi- 
ples and have no means of learning them. 

Another subject correlated to the above is 
the “conflagration hazard,” and not a few per- 
sons are prayerfully and diligently inquiring 
“what shall we do to be saved?” from the 
threatened penalizing or rate raising (I had 
almost written hair-raising) which is looming 
up in the distance. 

If this qu sstion is propounded to me, I can 
only reply, “I don’t know.” If a customer 
me why his rate has been increased or 
that of his neighbor has been reduced, I 
must make the the same answer; and yet the 
writer has heretofore flattered himself that he 
did know something of the principles on which 
fire insurance is based, a species of vainglory 
scarcely excusable under the present regime. 

The companies may say, “We are 


asks 
why 


not kin- 
dergartens; the agents must inform them- 
selves.” I have read in ancient history that a 


question of “making bricks without 
became a very interesting one once upon a 
time; and, as this is a parallel case, the writer 
respectfully refers the gentlmen at headquar- 
ters to the unabridged account of this event, 
which may be found in an old Book with 
which some of them doubtless are more or less 
familiar. 

My suggestion is not that the local agents 
be furnished with a full and complete copy 
of Dean’s schedule, with all of its 
and intricacies, but that an abridgment or 
synopsis be prepared in plain, simple ianguage 
adapted to the’ capacity of country agents like 
the writer and that copies be sent to all 
agents. Some probably will be like seed sown 
by the wayside (vide the Book referred to), 
but undoubtedly some will fall on good ground 
and produce results pleasing to the fire insur- 
ance companies, to the local agents and to the 
public. GRANGER AGENT 


straw” 


verbosity 





AS SEEN FROM CHIGAGO. 


HOLMES PROPOSES ARBITRATION. 
An effort is 
difference 





made to 
Frank F., 
Underwriters 

out of the placing of the 
ance. Mr. Holme 
against the 
trying him on_ the 
case is set for a_ hearing 
H. H. Putman, secretary of the 
sociation of Local Agents, 
was requested to see whether he 
about an agreement for 
terviewed a number of the 
Mr. Holmes was 
proposition, Mr. 


the association 


being arbitrate the 
Holmes and the 
Association, 
Cook 


secured an 


between 
Chicago growing 
county insur 
injunction 
restraining it 
charge of rel 


association, from 
ating The 
next ‘luesday 
National As 
while in Chicago 
could bring 
arbitration. He in 
board members, and 
requested to send in 
Holmes wrote a letter to 
agreeing to arbitrate and hav 
ing the legal proceedings held in abeyance un 
til after the settlement. The executive com 
mittee felt that if the case arbitrated the 
legal proceedings should be dropped as soon 
as the arbitration board was appointed, The 
matter has been referred to the counsel of 
the association for advice, but the indications 
are that there will be no arbitration, at least 
along the lines that Mr. Holmes proposes 
rhe association may agree to arbitrate if Mr 
Holmes will drop legal proceedings. 

++ ++ 


Was 


ARSON CHARGE AGAINST BANKER PERRY. 

The charge of Isaac N 
Perry, president of the National Bank of 
North America in Chicago, owner of the de 
partment store at Streator, ill., which is the 
largest one outside of Chicago in Ilinois, and 
interested in a number of institutions, 
much comment in insurance circles. Mr 


arsqn made against 


created 
. Perry 


was the main stockholder in the Chicago Car 
& Locomotive Works at Hegewisch, a man 
ufacturing suburb of Chicago. ‘The line has 


not been regarded as a good one, as the plant 
has not made money. got it through 
bankruptcy proceedings. Several surplus line 
companies had to be secured to take part of the 
risk, London Lloyds having $77,000. The loss 
amounted to about $12,000, At the time of the 
fire it was regarded as incendiary, it being sup 
posed that labor difficulties had brought 11 
about. Investigation by city authorities 
brought out most damaging evidence against 
Banker Perry. His prominence in the financial 
world caused the authorities to be very car 
ful. Directors of his bank were notified, as 
were the mayor and other leading city officials 
The Western Adjustment Company had the 
loss and Manager Mariner was advised of the 
evidence. At once he set about to get the poli- 
cies surrendered. It is understood that a rep- 
resentative of the banker offered to surrender 
them under very favorable conditions, it being 
the theory that if the insurance phase was out 
of the way the charge of arson would col 
lapse or not amount to much. While attempts 
were being made to get the polities the Chicago 
Tribune published the story of the charge 
This threw the bank into consternation and 
forced its retirement, the Continental National 
securing the business. The afternoon before 
the Tribune had the story, the Evening Journal 
secured the information and was preparing to 
publish it, but influence was brought to bear 
by H. H. Kohlsaat and others and it was sup 
pressed. The friends of Perry then worked on 
the morning papers And all held it back ex 
cept the Tribune. The publicity naturally 
checkmated the hope of the adjusters to get the 
policies and since then nothing has been done 
from an insurance standpoint. 

Perry made a loan on the Hegewisch plant 
amounting to over $100,000, The bank 
directors became suspicious of the stability of 
the loan and Perry assumed it personally, It 
is said that he met with considerable difficulty 
in handling it, and it is alleged, felt that he 
had a “white elephant” on his hands. Perry 
was known in the banking world as more or 
less of a plunger. He catered to customers of 
his bank, and, it is claimed, took large chances 
He attended bankers’ conventions, becoming 
well known to outside banks and had their 
accounts. He was formerly vice-president of 
the Continental National of Chicago, and was 
unpopular with other bankers. He left that 
bank and was elected president of a bank in 
New Orleans, but did not go there, as he was 


] erry 
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induced to organize the National Bank of 
North America, the stock being oversub- 
scribed. 


Those who have seen all the affidavits in the 
loss say that they are very damaging against 
the banker. If it is a conspiracy, as he claims, 
it is about the most cleverly worked out 
scheme that has been perpetrated for many 
a day, 

The effects of the expose will be beneficial 
for insurance companies in showing men of 
prominence that facilities are at hand_ for 
ferreting out incendiarism. No doubt but com- 
panies are called on every year to pay large 
sums owing to the machinations of men of 
position who cause losses to cecur. If Banker 
Perry is guilty the insurance men desire him 
to meet his deserts and be accorded the same 
treatment that would be dealt out to a poor 
Russian Jew who is taught that arson is not a 
crime and who fires his $200 stock to get $500 
insurance. 

++ ++ 
WHAT OF JOHNSON & HIGGINS 7? 

While the Frank F. Holmes injunction is 
occupying the boards in the Chicago Under- 
writers Association the Johnson & Higgins in- 
junction is also hanging over the organiza- 


tion. They are accused of cutting rates on 
the Rockford (Ill.) glucose works. Some 
members of the association advise that the 


proceedings be nursed until the time for re- 
newing the broker’s license of Johnson & Hig- 
gins, and then refuse to grant the license. 
Conservative agents are of the opinion that 
any such action on the part of the association 
will be in violation of the injunction. It may 
be decided to arbitrate the case out of the 
courts. 
at ++ 
CONFERENCES OF COMPANIES. 

J. L. Whitlock, manager of the Glens Falls, 
has written to several company managers and 
officials suggesting that a general conference 
of companies, union and non-union, be held 
to form a co-operative agreement in carrying 
out the conflagration charge i in the cities where 
it is proposed to apply it. The desire of the 
companies for a conference led to Mr. Whit- 
lock’s suggesting a conference on the conflag- 
ration charge. If the tornado conference ter- 
minates successfully it is the purpose of Man- 
ager Littlejohn of the North British to call a 
meeting of all classes of companies relative 
to large city expenses. 

++ ++ 
CONSIDER CHANGE IN RULES. 


The governing committee of the Western 
Union is considering the modification of the 
rules which require, in blanket policies, the 90 
percent coinsurance clause, or in lieu of this 
both the 80 percent and average clause. It 
has been found that a strict application of this 
rule meets with protest from insurers and 
local agents when taken in connection with 
mercantile stocks contained in two or more 
sections of a building cut off by fire walls or 
iron doors over openings. It is anticipated 
that in these cases the old rule requiring only 
the average clause will be reverted to. 

++ ++ 


OUTSIDE CONCERNS GETTING HOLD. 


John R. Waters of New York with his Indi- 
vidual Underwriters, Reciprocal Underwriters 
and Large Area Segregation, and William Wil- 
liamson with his Indemnity Exchange are 
making inroads on the large mercantile estab- 
lishments, They were preparing to take larger 
lines on the department store of Carson, Pirie, 
Scott & Co. of Chicago, but some of the big 
stock companies increased their lines enough 
to check the outsiders for the time being. 

+ ++ 
HAVE TO WATCH FOR OUTSIDERS. 


There is renewed agitation over the graded 
commission feature on account of the fact that 
non-affiliating companies now and then quietly 
find a berth in a graded commission agency, 
and, it is alleged, some special agents either 
pass favorably upon the new status of the 
agency, or to curry favor with the agent fail 
to report the entrance of an outsider. Com- 
panies are being urged to impress upon their 
field men the importance of scrutinizing closely 
the company representation on each visit to 
an agency and report to headquarters any 


agents who are no longer eligible to receive 
the three grades of commission. 
++ ++ ‘ 
PROTEST ON FIREWORKS CHARGES. 

The recently established charge for the stor- 
age and sale of fireworks is meeting with 
vigorous protests from local agents in every 
quarter, and some inconsistencies are being 
reported. Take, for instance, a stock of mer- 
chandise in brick building, rate on which is 
perhaps I percent per annum. Perhaps. the 
merchant keeps a small stock of assorted fire- 
works in broken packages. For this, if the 
explosives are kept constantly in stock, he must 
pay an additional premium of $1.25 per $100 
of insurance. If he carries $1,000 insurance 
he pays a premium of $10 per annum, while 
for his small quantity of fireworks he must 
put up an additional premium of $12.50, or 
25 percent more than his original premium. 
Either the extra charge must be modified, or 
the country dealer will eschew the fireworks, 
and the latter contingency is what the com- 
panies would like to see obtain. As the rule 
now stands, a merchant keeping on hand $1,000 
worth of fireworks, pays no more for the privi- 
lege than one who keeps a stock worth $50 or 
less, both firms carrying an equal amount of 
insurance. 

++ ++ 
SCHOOLHOUSE LOSSES HEAVY. 

Schoolhouses are no longer preferred busi- 
ness. Most of the companies are having 
a high loss ratio. One general agent op- 
erating extensively in the West has a 200 
percent loss ratio on the class for 1904 thus 
far. It had 100 percent for 1902 and 1903. 
Even with the high losses, 25 percent com- 
mission is paid agents, and rates are frequently 
cut. Rates on schoolhouses need to be raised 
and commissions cut to 15 percent. 

ae as 


WILL NOT WRITE ‘‘ TWIN LINES.”’ 

One of the prominent companies on the 
street rigidly adheres to a rule prohibiting 
the writing of what is called “twin lines,” and 
it is said many losses have been avoided in 
consequence. By “twin line” is meant a sec- 
ond offering on a mercantile stock. To a 
“man up a tree” it would seem that if a line 
of $1,000 on a stock of merchandise is con- 
sidered good, an additional offering later on 
would be equally desirable, and yet the com- 
pany that makes the practice of refusing the 
“twin line” is ’way ahead on the experience. 





Western Underwriter 
Want Ads. 


One dollar for first insertion. 
75 cents for each subsequent insertion. 
Special rates on ten or more insertions. 














INSURANCE BROKERS—An old estab- 
lished firm in Chicago is desirous of buying up 
the business, large or small, of brokers con- 
templating retiring; communications confiden- 
tial BROKERS, 3, care The Western Under- 
writer, 164 La Salle street, Chicago. 





WANTED—Two experienced life men as 
managers. Our offer will get you. We also 
want some personal writers. The Washington 
policy is the contract to sell. Learn what we 
have to offer. Address E. A. Davis, State 
Manager, 514 Tribune Bldg., Chicago. 





WANTED—By a large fire insurance com- 
pany special agent for Cook county. Prefer 
a man with experience as a Class 3 agent. 
Liberal salary to right man. State age, expe- 
rience and amount of business absolutely con- 
trolled. Address C 2, case The Western Un- 
derwriter, 164 La Salle street, Chicago. 





WANTED Situation -as special agent ‘of a a 
reputable fire insurance company by a young 
local agent with brains and ambition. Corre- 
spondence solicited. Address Special, Tr, 
care THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER, 164 La 
Salle street, Chicago. 





WANTED.—A young man desires to con- 
nect himself with an established or growing 
agency in St. Louis, Kansas City, or some 
other city, South or Southwest preferred. 
Would be willing to purchase an_ interest. 
Best references. J. A. M., care THE WESTERN 
UNDERWRITER, 164 La Salle street, Chicago. 





OHIO AND WEST VIRGINIA. 


EXTENSION OF STAMPING SYSTEM. 





New Arrangements Announced for West Vir- 
ginia by Secretary Bowie of the Under- 
writers Association in That State. 


Secretary Bowie of the West Virginia Fire 
Underwriters Association announces the fol- 
lowing extensions of the stamping system in 
the State: The counties of Cabell, Mason, 
Lincoln, Logan and Wayne are annexed to 
the Huntington stamping office; counties of 
Harrison, Braxton, Lewis, Gilmer, Nicholas, 
Webster, Upshur, Randolph, Barbour, Tay- 
lor and Preston report through the Clarks- 
burg office; counties of Kanawha, Fayette, 


Clay, Raleigh, Putnam, Greenbrier; Boone, 
Pocahontas, Monroe and Summers through 
Charleston; counties of Wood, Pleasants, 


Jackson, Ritchie, Wirt, Roane, Calhoun and 
Doddridge through Parkersburg, and coun- 
ties of Ohio (except Wheeling) Hancock, 
Brooke, Marshall, Wetzell, Tyler, Marion 
and Monongalia through Wheeling. All 
agents have been instructed to send their 
daily reports through the stamping office 
having jurisdiction. 





LOSS AT LEETOWN, W. VA. 


The large general store of James W. Strider 
at Leetown, W. Va., was totally destroyed by 
fire recently, together with two dwellings ad- 
joining. The total value of the property de- 
stroyed approximates $8,000, with insurance of 
between $4,500 and $5,000 in the German 
American of New York, Royal, Phcenix of 
London and others, placed through the agency 
of Washington & Alexander, at Charlestown, 
W. Va. 

++ ++ 
DISCUSSION OVER FRAME MERCANTILES. 

There is considerable trouble among some 
Ohio agents resulting from their writing frame 
mercantile risks for three years at two annual 
premiums insttad of two and one-half. In 
some of the Sellers’ tariffs the information is 
given that mercantile risks for three years 
must be taken at two premiums, neglecting to 
state that brick buildings are meant. A cor- 
rection was sent out, but the original has 
caused a misunderstanding. Companies dislike 
to write frames for a term anyhow. 

++ ae 


OHIO AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 


Com‘! Union, Eng.—Conrad, Krager, Cincinnati. 
Com’! Union, —Rees Jones, Newark. 
Firemens, N. J.—Frank W. Reiter, Napoleon. 
Ger. Alliance—Ray M. Lance, Fostoria. 
Germania—John M. Fiscus, Orrville. 
Hanover—Chas, Cretcher, De Graff; Wm. HI. 

Wentworth, Circleville; Wm. D. Ross, Fremont. 
Hartford—Frank A. Geesey, Archbold; The Hol- 

linger Co., Barberton; Ames 8S. Trout, Springfield. 

Home—Phineas W. Dickey, St. Clairsville. 

Lumbermens—The McCaskey-Whittlesey Co., To- 
ledo; Cyrus Hussey, Toledo. 

Metropolitan—John Field, Columbus. 

N. W. Nat’l—Walter G, Shannon & Co., Eaton. 

Northern, Eng.—W. B. Adams, Greenfield. 

North German—The ‘uttle-Warn Co., Paines- 
ville; Samuel M. Johnson, Portsmouth: Ward «& 
Boyle, Circleville. 

National, Pa.—Lee N. Parrish, Hamilton; C. 8. 
Westover, Alliance; Louis H. Ames, Akron. 

Queen—Scott & Métz, West Union. 

Roch. German—Isaac N. Harter and Paul H. 
Dillman, Medina. 

Springfield—Scott & Metz, West Union; George 
G. Jennings, Woodsfield; Carl H. Curtiss, Kent: 
Edwin W. Marvin, Ravenna; Krauss, Eastman « 
Gosling, Ottawa; Dete Downing, Van Wert. 

Security, Md.— Albert J. Richards, Bucyrus; 
Charles H. Towson, Lancaster; Hy. C. Grafilin, 
Piqua; Alois Kessler, Mansfield. 

Union, N. a ‘abe & Shepherd, Dayton. 

Union, Eng.—cC. Daniels, Lorain. 

United nee oF Connor 
Ilenry Clay Crafflin, Piqua. 


+t ++ 
PRAISES CLEVELAND BUILDING CODE. 

In an interview with the Cleveland Plain 
Dealer on Sunday, Fred P. Thomas, former 
president of the Cleveland Fire Insurance Ex- 
change, expresses the opinion that the new 
building code is superior in many respects to 
those of many other cities of equal or larger 
size. If buildings are constructed in a man- 


Bros. Co., Lima; 


ner to comply with this code, Mr. Thomas says 
that insurance rates must eventually be re 
duced. The effect on rates on individual build- 
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ings constructed under this code must be 
favorable. The prompt adoption of such a 
code, Mr. Thomas says, must result in mate- 
rial benefit in every way to the city. 

a ++ 


KREHL TANNERY FIRE. 


The Krehl tannery, a large frame structure 
at Girard, Ohio, went up in smoke last week. 
Warren and Youngstown agents have for years 
received good commissions by the placing of 
this line, and the companies have secured many 
good-sized premiums thereby, but the awful 
day came, as anticipated by some, and those 
who correctly prognosticated may still be ahead 
of the deal, in consequence of their conserva- 
tive lines. One company works on the theory, 
“When in doubt play conservatism to the 
= and the plan, it is said, has worked 
well. 





DO NOT WANT THE RATES REDUCED. 





Companies Condemn Effort at Cleveland to 
Get Action on Change in the Pre- 
ferred Risk Tariff. 





The insurance companies are not in favor of 
reducing rates on preferred risks in ape see 
There has been some agitation on the subjec 
among the local agents of that city, and it me : 
with considerable favor in some _ quarters. 
A. W. Neale in his public expression before 
the Ohio Agents Association and at National 
association meetings has been a strong cham- 
pion of this course as a solution of the ex- 
cess commission evil and its attendant diffi- 
culties. The companies have been polling a 
vote as to the sentiment in this direction. A 
majority condemn any effort to decrease pre- 
ferred rates as unwise and uncalled for. They 
say that if this attempt at reduction is forced 
through it wil! disrupt the Cleveland Ex- 
change. 

It is alleged that the scheme originated with 
a few companies that were making a drive 
for the preferred business, paying as high as 
35 percent commission to sub-agents or silent 
partners, in addition to allowing a salary to 
some manager. Another evil of the business is 
said to be the increasing number of solicitors 
appointed, there being at the present time about 
300, constantly increasing. 





LOSS ON SPRINKLED MILL. 

The “Stone Mill” of the American Cereal 
Company was damaged by-fire at Akron, the 
loss being, about 20 percent. This 


was a 
sprinkled plant, and twenty-four heads 
opened, they being supposed to have saved 


the plant from destruction. The large loss is 
attributed to the great amount of water thrown 
by the fire department. 

+e ++ 
BETTER PROTECTION FOR EAST SIDE OF TOLEDO. 

The second main has been completed across 
the river at Toledo and the East Side is now 
provided with a better water supply than it 
has ever had. With one main there was al- 
ways danger that the supply would be cut off 
by an accident. In fact, the main did break 
at one time and that portion of the city was 
without water for a time. 

++ at 
NEW WEST VIRGINIA COMPANY. 

The Great Lakes Fire & Marine has been 
incorporated under the West Virginia laws 
and will maintain a nominal office in Charles- 
ton, writing an agency business in the State 
and surplus lines elsewhere. The main head- 
quarters will be in Chicago. Edwin E. Niess 
is secretary and manager and F. F. Krause 
president. 

aaa ae 

MORTGAGE CLAUSE QUESTION AT DAYTON. 

The majority of companies always discour- 
age the use of the long form mortgage clause 
in policies covering manufacturing risks, pre- 
ferring the simple “loss payable to mortgagee 
as interest may appear.” Realizing this, the 
local board of Dayton, in March last, passed 
a rule prohibiting the use of the long clause 
in connection with the writing of spetial 
hazards. Immediately a few companies ad- 
vised their representatives that they would not 





recognize the board’s action, hence those com- 
panies desiring the simpler form are unable to 
secure it, 





WEST VIRGINIA IS IN GOOD SHAPE. 


Some Controversy as to Commissions, But Rate 
Conditions Are in Better Condition 
Than Ever Before. 


Affairs in West Virginia are in better shape 
now than they have been for some time as to 
rate matters, inasmuch as the West Virginia 
Fire Underwriters Association has done excel- 
lent service in getting the Ohio Inspection 
Bureau to rate the State and thus make a uni- 
form tariff. By dividing the State into districts 
and placing a committee over each, a small 
body of men can look after a definite territory. 
The stamping secretary system is proving suc- 
cessful in the State and very few violations 
are reported. Recently two counties were added 
to the Clarksburg district, which have been 
reporting to a distant city, and this has 
brought more satisfaction to companies and 
agents operating in these two counties, as 
quicker action is secured. The main difficulty 
in West Virginia is commissions, as the asso- 
ciation has no established rule and companies 
follow various systems. West Virginia is pe- 
culiarly situated, in that no particular general 
organization has control over the territory. 
Some companies have agents report direct to 
the home offices, some report to Chicago, 
others to the South and still others to general 
agents having control over the State or a small 
group of States. A few of the companies have 
refused to join the association unless it would 
restrict commissions to 15 percent. 
ciation felt that it could not do this, as many 
companies would refuse to join if commis- 
sions were limited. 





NO ACTIVITY AT GRAFTON. 

Despite the opening of rates at Grafton, W. 
Va., there has been no outbreak in that city. 
The locals are writing at the usual rates ob- 
tained and are not inclined to throw over their 
business in a disastrous war. The companies 
have found it impossible to hold the fort as 
it should be in Grafton. 

++ ++ 


CINCINNATI! CONCERNS EQUIPPED. 

The B. & O. Southwestern 
house, consisting of six sections, located on 
West Second street, Cincinnati, has just been 
equipped with Niagara 1904 dry-pipe system 
sprinklers, supplied by three pressure tanks 
and city water, with auxiliary steamer con- 
nection. The equipment is reported as excel- 
lent. 

The Harkness & Cowing Company, candle 
factory, 513-519 Eggleston avenue, has been 
re- equipped with Grinnell 1904 wet-pipe sys- 
tem sprinklers. Line of insurance, $100,000. 

The I. V. Sutphen paper store, 935-939 West 
Fifth street, has also been re-equipped with 
Niagara 1904 dry-pipe system. 

t+ ae 
PEACE REIGNS AT ASHTABULA. 

Ashtabula is now in first-class shape. The 
stamping office was opened December 1, 1903, 
with eleven agencies reporting, and now all 
the important agencies with one exception pass 
their dailies through the stamping secretary's 
hands. Albert Henry of Ashtabula is still out, 
but, as he is reported to observe rates in all 
cases, there is no complaint on his score. Many 
of the people of the city of Ashtabula and 
of some other places in the county are ob- 
jecting strenuously to the present rates, but 
some are now seeing the justice of them and 
are going about getting reductions in the right 
way—by improving their risks. 
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A new tariff has been issued of Ridgley, 
W. Va. 
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Ot0 AND WEST VIRGINIA NOTES. 


At Dunkirk, Ohio, the North America shifts 
from James Mahon to G. B. DeWitt. 

Inspector R. C. Clark, of the Insurance Sur- 
vey Bureau, is reporting on Delaware, O. 

H. M. Robinson has opened a real estate 
and insurance office in the Heineman block 
at Berea, Ohio. 

The Akron board of education has in- 
creased the insurance on the city school prop- 
erty over $100,000. 

The Findlay Ax & Tool Company has asked 
the city that an alarm box and hydrant be 
placed «nearer their factory. 

The Sanborn Map Publishing 
finished volume 5 of the new 
volume 1 of the new Toledo 

Sherman D, Syler has purchased a 
interest in the insurance and real estate 
business of Ira T. Swartz at Lebanon, Ohio. 

The Springfield board has adopted resolu 
tions on the death of Mrs. H. S. Showers, wife 
of the oldest member of the board, which oc- 
curred recently. 

The Columbia Carriage Company’s plant at 
Hamilton, Ohio, has just been equipped with 
International 1904 wet-pipe system sprinklers. 
A line of $150,000 is carried. 

Last Friday a new partner entered into the 
local agency « f M. Sanford Rice at Ashtabula, 
Ohio, in the person of S. Hulbert Rice, a fine 
nine-pound son, and he has the lines of a 
successful insurance agent. 

The Western Factory 
on the equipment of the 
mattress factory at Cincinnati, temporarily in 
operative, pending erection of a new 22,000- 
gallon tank on a trestle in yard. 

The Supreme court of Ohio has affirmed 
the decision of the lower court, holding the 
policyholders of the defunct Thompson Mutual 
Fire liable for two notes for $5,coo, held by 
Chardon banks against the concern. 

Because of lack of water pressure the fire 
department was unable to control the fire in 
the plant of the Bradshaw China Company at 
West Niles, Trumbull county, until it had 
burned two hours and done $10,000 damage. 

At Middleport and Pomeroy, Ohio, rate-cut 
ting is still reported, and Manager Ross will 
endeavor to organize a local board, employ a 
stamping secretary and provide Meigs county 
with a branch of the local agents’ association. 

The furniture factory of the 
ture Manufacturing Company, 
has just been equipped with “Manufacturers’ 
1904” wet pipe sprinkler system, which is pro- 
nounced excellent, and a line of $90,000 will be 
placed. 

Andrew Jergens & Co., 
contracted with the General Fire Extinguisher 
Company for a complete overhauling of the 
sprinkler equipment in their large soap fac- 
tory. The work will be started in about three 
weeks, 

Gill Bros.’ lamp chimney and glass factory 
has just been completed at Toronto, Ohio, 
and a line of $50,000 is being placed by the 
local ‘oe. The plant is a 16-pot continu- 
ous tank chimney factory and pronounced up 
to date in every particular. 

The new building of the 
Company, Cincinnati, is about finished and 
is being occupied. Grinnell 1904 sprinklers, 
supplied by fire pump and gravity tank, will 
be in operation November 1. The line goes 
to the Senior New England Mutuals. 

C. C. Rothier & Co. 
sole agents for the German Underwriters 
Agency, which has hitherto been represented 
in several agencies. The German Under- 
writers is an annex of the Milwaukee Me- 
chanics, but writes entirely independent lines. 


The Cleveland Inspection Bureau has re- 
ported favorably on the following sprinkled 
risks, just reinspected: Kilby Manufacturing 
Company, Stone Bros.’ rag warehouse, White 
Sewing Machine Company, Chandler & Rudd 
Company’s candy factory and the L. A. Stone 
rag warehouse, 

Harry Gugenheim of Youngstown, 
and his brother, Joseph S. Guggenheim, who 
has been connected with a board of trade 
house in Chicago, have formed a partnership 
at Youngstown to engage in the real estate 
and insurance business. The firm will be 
known as Harry Guggenheim & Bro, 


Company have 
Cincinnati and 
editions. 


half 


Association 
Fred E. Bullerdick 


reports 


Toledo Furni- 
Toledo, Ohio, 


Cincinnati, have 


American Book 


have been appointed 


Ohio, 
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UNDERWRITING IN MIGHIGAN 


FIRST ANNUAL MEETING WAS HELD. 








Michigan Fire Prevention Association Finished 
First Year’s Work on Tuesday-Fea- 
tures of the Meeting. 


The Michigan Fire Prevention Association 
held its first annual meeting in Detroit on 
‘Tuesday. ‘There was quite a full attendance 
and the meeting was a successful and _ profit- 
able one from every point of view. 

‘The executive committee reported a_ re- 


vision of the constitution and by-laws, which 
were unanimously adopted. Reports were 
received from the secretary and _ treasurer, 


showing the association to be in a healthy and 
prosperous condition. President Jones then 
read his retiring address, reviewing the work 
of the past year. He said that something has 
been accomplished in bringing about better 
underwriting conditions in some towns, where 
good practices had not been observed for 


several months. This has had a good influ- 
ence on the agents of other towns. Only one 
of the eight standing committees appointed 


a year ago has ever made a report, but special 
committees appointed from time to time have 
done their work well. The membership is 
now sixty-one, there having been four with 
drawals and as many additions since the mem- 
bership had been run up to that figure. The 
work has been handicapped by want of funds. 

The inspection bureau is now furnishing 
property owners with a statement of improve 
ments necessary. to secure a lower rate, when 
agents request such statements. [resident 
Jones again recommends the organization of 
auxiliary associations or clubs along peaceful 
lines in every important city and village in 
the State, and that efforts be made to secure 
the enactment of a fire marshal law. 

Under the revised constitution and by-laws 
the appointment of all visiting committees 
will hereafter be made by the executive com- 
mittee. 

Hon. S. H, Row was appointed as a com- 
mittee of one to procure data on the working 
of a fire marshal law in other States, with a 
view of having the subject presented to the 
next legislature, urging the passage of a law 
providing for such an officer in Michigan. 

An interesting paper was read by D. W. 
Andrews, special agent of the Royal, on the 
subject of water supply and fire prevention in 
the various cities and towns in Michigan. 

The officers of the association for the past 
year were thea all unanimously re-elected for 
the ensuing year as follows: President, N. B. 


Jones, American of Philadelphia; secretary, 
S. S. Post, Pheenix of London; treasurer, 
J. P. Jaminet, Cooper; executive committee, 
George A. Armstrong, Aftna; Charles H. 
Luce, —Pheenix of Hartford; W. S. Abbott, 
North British & Mercantile; James W. Price, 
American and Security; Frank L. Weaver, 


\llemannia. 


executive committee 


\ meeting of the was 
called to be held at Detroit on next Monday, 
active work the coming year. 


to arrange for 





HENRY GRINNELL DEAD. 


On Monday, while riding in a street car, 


Henry Grinnell died = suddenly at Grand 
Rapids. He was one of the leading agents 
of the ety 


te te 
NILES WANTS A PAID DEPARTMENT. 
According to the Daily Star of Niles, peti- 
tions are being circulated in every ward of the 
city, stating that it is impossible under the 
present system to maintain an efficient fire de- 
partment, and asking that a paid department, 
to consist of not less than two men and a team 
of horses, be provided. Thomas McDonald 
chief of the department, has signed the pe- 
tition, 
++ ++ 
MICHIGAN AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 


Assur. Co. of Amer.—B. V. Nunneley, Mt 
Clemens; Francis Murphy, Wyandotte. 


Federal -Packer & Hutchinson, Menominee 
Fire Ass'n-—Anson B. Miner, Ishpeming 
German, Freeport blag Trathen, Negaunce 
Hanover ©. E. Yoms, Casnovia; C. E. Me 
Clusky, Deckerville; L. L. fame. Kingsley; F. 
B. Davis, Northport; Charles Allshouse, Suttons 
ay. 


giving 








Ilartford—C. FE. 
Tubbs, 
Davis, 
Jay. 

North America—Fox Typewriter Co., 
Grand Rapids; A. M. Todd Co., Ltd., 

Mercantile—George Ww. Rowley, 
Louise M. Thurber, Holland. 

Metropolitan—James_ 8. 
William Peters, 
Menominee. 

Mil. Mech.—Adelaide Kurn, 

N. Nat'l—John_ B. Orton, 
E. Robb (succeeding L. D. Brokaw), Howell. 

Orient—E. W. Hastings & Son, Traverse City. 

Prussian Nat'l—Kealty Syndicate, Inec., De- 
troit. 

United Firemens—Matt J. 
Clayton Voorhis, Gladstone. 


Toms, 
Gladwin; L. L. 
Northport ; 


Wm. Bz 
Kingsley; F. R. 
Allshouse, Suttons 


Ltd., 
Kalamazoo. 
Charlotte; 


Casnovia ; 
Maxam, 
Chester 


Doherty, 


5 Escanaba ; 
Ishpeming; J. 


Martinek, 


West Branch. 


Grand Rapids: Wm. 


Ryan, Escanaba; 





CLUB MAY BRING FURTHER CHARGES. 


Some Agents Seem Desirous of Holding the 
Detroit Insurance Agency Again for 
Alleged Violations. 


It is understood that some of the members 
of the Detroit Club are still contemplating 
the advisability of bringing charges against 
the Detroit Insurance Agency on account of 
alleged valuable consideration in the 
furnishing of appraisals on one of the lines 
secured by this agency. This was the line on 
which charges were based previously when 
the Detroit Insurance Agency was fined and 
suspended. Later the club arranged to take 
back the agency and it is now in good stand- 
ing. ‘The fine imposed by the club originally 
was in excess of that provided for in the 
rules, and it is now proposed to levy chi Irges 
and fix the fine at 10 percent of the premium, 
which is in accord with the rules. It is stated 
that if this is done it will precipitate fur- 
ther trouble with the agency, as it does not 
seem to be in a mood to be interfered with. 





MICHIGAN NOTES. 

The city fire alarm wires at 
put underground. 

Clay E. Call and L. A. Lilly have opened an 
insurance office at Petoskey, the agency name 
being Call & Lilly. 

Recent fires in the residence portion of 
Saugatuck show that the new waterworks sys- 


Ionia are being 


tem there is effective. 

Herbert J. Baker, formerly agent at Ply- 
mouth, Mich., has moved to Lansing, and 
W. C. Brown succeeds him at the former 
place. 


The agents of Detroit are anxiously await- 
ing the election returns, to see whether or not 
Forbes Robertson, agent of the Royal, will be 
elected county treasurer. 

The waterworks plant at Petoskey is being 
improved. A new flume and penstock have 
been installed at the dam and the water plant 
proper is now being repaired. 

The Holly pump at the Grand Rapids water- 
works station is being overhauled and repaired. 
This is the season of the year when the least 
water is used, since later on services are per- 
mitted to run night and day to prevent frozen 
pipes. 

The Cadillac 
Detroit, 


Cabinet Company’s plant at 
representing an insurable value of 
$200,c00, has gone from the cones to the 
Western Faciory Association. The risk has 
a Grinnell 1903 fire wet pipe system, pro- 
nounced standard, 

occurred recently at Flint, and 
at none of these did the firemen throw any 
water from hydrants, the Babcock extin- 
guishers | proving equal to the emergencies. 
Some of the citizens are advocating the pur- 
chase of a chemical engine. 


Four fires 
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WEEK'S NEWS IN INDIANA. 


PROTEST FROM INDIANAPOLIS AGENTS 








Claim That the Confiagration Charge Is Unjust 
and They Refuse to Collect the 
Extra Amount. 


Indianapolis, Ind., November 2.—(Special). 
—Notwithstanding that yesterday was _ the 
time set by the Western Union for putting 
on the advance from 10 to 20 percent for the 
conflagration hazard in the business section 
of the city, more than a hunderd policies have 
been sent in at the old rate. 
olis board, which has almost all the agents 
in its organization, stands by its resolve made 
at a special meeting last week not to obey 
orders to secure the increase. The 
agents say that a committee from the Indiana 
State Board will visit the governing committee 
at Chicago, and the locals claim that the field 
men are in sympathy with the rebellion. The 
local ‘agents feel that the special agents will 
lay the real situation before the governing 
committee. 


The Indianap- 


local 


Some agents claim that if their companies 
insist on the advance they will throw their 


business to companies that do not believe in 
the charge. The local agents feel that nothing 
has been done in the East toward pniting on 
a conflagration charge where the conflagra- 
tions have occurred. They state that Indi- 
anapolis has been profitable during the last 
fifty years and does not deserve the con- 
flagration charge. They claim that the West 
is being called on to pay the eastern losses 
and allege that there would not be so great 
a protest if the eastern cities were called on 
at the same time to pay a conflagration charge. 
The agents declare that in the schedules a 
charge is provided for to cover deficiencies 
in water supply, fire department and non-en- 
forcement of the building ordinance. They 
assert, therefore, that a double charge is be- 
ing made for these deficiencies and state that 
before they secure the charge now proposed 
the other charges must be eliminated from the 
schedules. The local agents say that the east- 
ern powers have been wrestling with the con- 
flagration charge and have done nothing, 
while the governing committee sent Superin- 
tendent Simonson to Indianapolis a few days 
ago to solve the problem for that city. 
Some managers who have visited Indian- 
apolis claim that the main trouble comes from 
the agents and not the business men. They 
say that the agents have been nicely “bluffed” 
into thinking that there was a great how! 
from the business interests. One manager 
who visited a number of prominent merchants 
states that he found none who said that the 
advance would not be paid if the companies 
insisted on it. At the same time the business 
men say that the companies have acted in 
consistently. A few years ago they made re 
quirements in the fire department, and these 
were met, the city making the appropriation 
for the purpose. Now an entirely new set 
of requirements is made. The business men 
do not relish this vacillating policy on part 
of the insurance companies. Again, the busi 
ness men claim that Inspector Goodloe was 
the author of the present building ordinance 


and it was passed under his supervision. Now 
they claim insurance companies are making 
other requirements as to buildings. The mer 


chants appreciate that the companies must ge! 
a charge for the conflagration hazard, but 
take the ground that they cannot afford to 
submit to demands one. year, followed by other 
requirements another year, etc. What they 
want is stability and an assurance from th« 
companies that when requirements are made 
and the city goes to the expense of meeting 
them, no others will be required while con 
ditions remain the same. 





EVANSVILLE ADVANCE IS OFF. 

The governing committee of the Union has 
notified the authorities at Evansville, Ind., that 
the twenty-five cent increase in would 
he removed on November ay 
building that had 
The time for the contract 
in which the waterworks are to be 


rates 
provided — the 
ordinance been introduced 
wonld be passed 


to expire 


improved ends November 20. The local in- 
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spector at Evansville has reported to the gov- 
erning committee that the requirements were 
being met with and the waterworks would be 
in good condition. It is likely, therefore, that 
the ordinance will pass and the advance will 
be off at once. 

+t a+ 


INDIANA AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 
Amer. Cent. ~~ & White, New Castle. 
Fire Ass’n—B. F. Buckner, Bluffton. 
Viremens, N. _ —M. F. Campbell, Auburn. 
Ger, Alliance—J. E. Martin, Eikhart. 
Ger. Amer.—J. L. Richards, Lapel; 
Seydell, Ashley; Crist & Seybold, 
Girard—W. H. Chamley, 
Springer, Kokomo. 
Ifartford—Fred Seybold, 
Cooper, Hillsboro; William 
Kranz, Berne; S. C. 
Speer, Zionsville ; 


Samuel A. 
Waveland. 
Goshen; Denny C. 


Claman & 
Geneva; Emil 


Waveland ; 
Drew, 
Dwyer, Lowell; 
Uriah E. Mast, Shipshewana. 

liome—Linton & Wilcox, Wolcottville; George 
I). Searing & Son, Lima. 

Mil. Mech.—Isaae N. McCarty, Brookville; E. 
II. Kinney, Columbus. 

National, Ct.—W. W. 


Fuller, Boonville. 
Nat'l Union—K. 


M. Smith, Wabash. 


N. W. Nat’l—L. E. Probst, Ligonier: George F. 
Pomeroy. Seymour; Fay S. Hamilton, Greencastle ; 


Albert P. 
Norwich 


DeBruler, Vincennes. 
Union—W. L. Ewing, Colfax; L. R. 


Lee, Tipton. 
Ohio Farmers—H. C. McAdams, Williamsport. 
Phenix, Ct.—B. F. Menaugh, Columbia City; 
A, F. English, Manila; J. G. Allen, Washington. 


Prov.-Wash.—C. A. ‘Cummins, 
Prussian National—I. F. Boden, Elwood. 
Queen—Macy & Son, Liberty. 
Springfield—-Macy & Son, Liberty. 

++ at 


Clay City. 


INDIANA GLASS FACTORIES. 

Companies writing Indiana glass factories in 
the natural belt, around Muncie, Ander- 
son and Marion, are gradually unloading their 
liability on account of the failing supply of 
natural gas, which compels the manufacturers 
to construct gis producers for the use of coal. 
This is done at a considerable expense, owing 
to the fact that, in most cases, the plants are 
a considerable distance from the coal fields. 
In the southern portion of the State, however, 


gas 


new factories are being erected on modern 
lines, and, being near the coal regions, are 


looked upon with more favor. 





INDIANA NOTES. 

_A new rate book has been published for 
Simms, Ind. 

Inspector H. 
Survey Bureau, is 
Ind. 

At Knightstown, 
derwriters changes 


Manlove, 
covering 


of the Insurance 
Michigan City, 


Ind., 
from 


the Philadelphia Un- 
Carroll & Baker to 


R. L. Harrison. 
Agent F. A. Payne, Wabash, Ind., on No- 
vember 1, took M. J. Barton into the firm, 


under style of Payne & Barton. 

Inspectors C. R. Berglehaus and W. A. 
Graham of the Insurance Survey Bureau have 
issued diagrams of the properties cf the In- 
dianapolis Traction & Terminal Company. 

A. C. Mathews, special agent of the Insur- 
ance Company of North America and Phila- 
delphia Underwriters, who has been assisting 
State Agent Medbury in Michigan for the past 
six months, has returned to Indiana for the 
winter to labor with State Agent Friedley 





TO FOLLOW POLICY OF ITS PARENT. 


New Lansing Company Will Operate According 
to the Successful Policy of the 
Michigan Millers. 


It is understood that the new company which 
s being organized by the secretary of the 
Michigan Millers Mutual and others interested 
in that institution, will be operated much on 
the same plan as the Michigan Millers. It 
is not to be an agency company, but will seek 
reinsurance, surplus lines and direct business 
through the channels from which the Michigan 
Millers is taking lines. The Michigan Millers 
‘as made a great success of its stock depart- 
ment and is said to be turning down enough 
business to keep a fair-sized company. This 
business is of a grade that is desirable, but 


the Michigan Millers has no facilities to 
iandle it. The new company will secure 
nost of its business through brokerage 


irrangements in the large cities. 





I. L. Johnson, for fourteen years with the 
Rollo & Son agency in Chicago, goes with 
). W. Burrows & Co. in that city as Cook 


county special agent and inspector, 


Arthur D.. 





STATE TOPICS OF ILLINOIS. 


LOCAL AGENTS UNHAPPY AT QUINCY. 








While Companies Are [Instructing for the 
Extra Rate, Their Letters Are 
Being Filed Away. 


Special agents who have visited Quincy find 
that the agents are still in an unhappy frame 
of mind over the conflagration charge, feeling 
that the companies have been too hasty and 
that the waterworks and municipal authorities 
cannot be deait with in so short a time. 

They also fear the attitude of some non 
union companies that are liable to take the 
business at the old rates. The business inter- 
ests are strongly protesting against the charge, 
and say it is unfair owing to the experience 
of the town as to losses. Companies are in- 
structing that the increase be obtained and 
non-union companies have been asked to get 
the advance. The locals so far are shelving 
the letters and not requiring the extra rate. 





CAIRO WILL BE PLACED IN CLASS 4 1-2 


State Board Points Out Improvements Which 
Would Raise It to a Higher Class 
and Reduce Rates. 


week. informed 
reinspection of the 
purposes showed that it 
should be placed in class 44%. In order to raise 
it to class 4, which would lower the basis rate 
10 percent. on brick mercantiles and 6 percent 
on frame mercantiles, the following improve- 
ments are necessary: Extension of the fire lim- 
its; appointment of an experienced fire fighter 
as chief of the fire department, who shall act 
inspector and shall have supreme au 
thority in employing and discharging firemen ; 
appointment of a fire warden for each ward 
to investigate fires; appointment of a city elec- 
trician; purchase of a 150-gallon chemical, a 
two-horse hook and ladder truck with sixty 
feet of running ladder, and enough additional 
hose so that each of the two fire department 
houses will have 2,500 feet; prohibition of 
erecting any buildings except brick, stone or 
concrete within the fire limits, and mainte- 
nance by the water company of regular pres- 
sure of 65 pounds and a fire pressure of 100 
pounds in the business section. 

The state board says that in order to raise 
the city to class 3, which would lower the 
basis rate on brick mercantiles approximately 
13 percent from that of class 4 and on frame 
mercantiles 8 percent, the following addi- 
tional improvements are necessary: The laying 
of an 8-inch main in Ohio street from Second 
to Twelfth; the installation of a fire alarm 
telegraph system; the establishment of a. third 
fire department house. 

In a very sound editorial in its issue of last 
Saturday, the Cairo Bulletin said: 

“The insurance rates are based on conditions 
and when the insurance rates are high, condi- 
tions must be bad. Cairo as.a No. 3 or No. 4 
town would be a much safer place to live, to 
conduct business and to make investments than 
it is as a No. 4% town. 

“The insurance men having the rating of 
the city in charge are specialists in their line. 
They devote their time exclusively to making 
rates adequate to conditions. They are better 
judges of the probability of fire and the meth- 
ods of preventing it or controlling it when 
once started than the merchant, the house 
owner or the councilman. It is their business, 


Board last 
that the 
rerating 


The Illinois State 
the Cairo board 
city for 


also as 


and their judgment should have weight. When, 
in their opinion, Cairo takes rank with, and in 
many cases lower than, towns of half its size 


and one-tenth its importance, there must be 
some reason for it, and it is the business and 
the duty of these persons having the affairs of 
the city in charge to investigate conditions and 
if possible improve them.” 





SITUATION AT MT. STERLING. 

There is no outbreak yet at Mt 
where rates have declared off, 
some special agents have been on the 
W. Brockman, who is the 
owns considerable 
trict, and the 


Sterling, 
been although 
ground 
offending 


property t! 


agent, 
e business dis- 
fear is that he will profit by a 





TI 


rate war even if his insurance business goes 
to pieces. The town is not looked upon a 
field of clover, and hence there is little desiré 
to throw down the bars. Some field men are 
there this week, and if a course can be adopted 
that will prove efficacious in raiding the Brock 
man agency without giving him personal ad- 
vantage, it will probably be put in effect. 
++ ++ 


as a 


MAY HAVE A MUTUAL. 

The executive committee of the Illinois As 
sociation of Vehicle and Implement Retailers 
met in Bloomington a few days 
for the annual convention. It is 
organize a mutual insurance company 
the lines of those in other States 


ago to arrange 
proposed to 


along 


SPRINGFIELD ISSUE BEEN SETTLED: 


Power of the Rater Remains the Same But An 
Appeal May Be Taken to the 


Committee. 
At the joint meeting of the Illinois State 
Board and Illinois Field Club this week the 


committee on the Springfield situation reported 


Rater Weir had fined John C._ Lanphiet 
$225 for alleged violations of rules. The ex 
ecutive committee of the State Board reduced 
this to $25. The special committee felt that 


this was too great a reduction, but 
the fact that it had been paid, it 

wise to let it stand. However, the authority 
vested in the rater as to inflicting penalties was 
left undisturbed. The 


in view ot 
was deemed 


agents desired to know 


whether the disciplinary authority of the rater 
was to be abbreviated. The only change made 
is that an appeal may be taken to the joint 


executive committee of the 
within ten days after the 
It is recognized that the 
good work. 


field organizations 
penalty is inflicted 
special committee did 


COMMITTEE TO GO TQ FREEPORT. 


A joint committee of the two field organ 
izations will soon go to Freeport to have the 


agents adopt the new rates. The town has 
already been rerated. 
++ ++ 
CHARGING POLICY FEE IN PREMIUM. 
\t Braidwood, Il, complaint is made that 


agents are in the habit of charging a policy fee 
and including same in the 
daily report shows the 
only. The rule prohibits merging the policy 
fee with the premium, as the policy must show 
only the amount paid by the insurer for the 
indemnity, without regard to the fee 
by local agent for issuing the policy 
++ ++ 
MILLERS MUTUAL'S STOCK BRANCH. 

The Millers Mutual Fire of Alton, Ill, es 
tablished a department about a year 
ago and is taking lines direct or by reinsurance: 
on mills, and grain houses. It is 
understood that the company has made a 
profit on this business. It does not write aniy 
other classes in its stock department, and has 
all applications sent to the home office othe 
than Cook county (IIl.) business, which pass« 
through the office of its agent, W. M. Umb 
denstock. 


premium, while the 


company’s premium 


charged 


stock 


elevators 


nice 


ILLINOIS NOTES. 
There are charges of 
fayette, Ill. 

Complaint is made at Ashton, III... that 
agents are writing dwellings at 1 
five years, as against the tariff rat 

The local agents at Lisbon, Hl, want to be 
annexed to the Joliet Inspection Bureau, and 
the state board is willing: but the bureau ob 
jects 


rate-cutting at la 
Soni 
percent for 
of $1.20 


\ joint meeting of the executive ce 
of the Illinois State 
Club will be held next 
assessment for 


mimittecs 
Jjoard and Illinois Field 


Monday 


expenses 


to consider t 


H. A. Clark, district manager of the Equit 
able Life of New York at Princeton, Il. and 
Palmer FE. Anderson have formed a partner 
ship to do insurance, real estate and = loa 


business. They have some of the compan 
represented by the late C, H, Fish, Th 
is Clark & Anderson, 


firm 








12 


THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER. 





November 3, 1904. 








FIELD NOTES OF WISCONSIN. 


TRY TO ENLARGE THE MEMBERSHIP. 








Wisconsin Association of Local Insurance 
Agents Seeks to Enlist the Interest 
of the Outsiders. 


The officers of the Wisconsin Local Agents 


Association are making an effort to enlarge 
the membership of that organization by sending 
an appeal to the agents in the State showing 
the benefits of the agency movement. Among 
other expressions the officers say: 

“The possibilities of a strong organization 
in this State are great—to control, and, we 
might say, to prohibit any legislation that 
would be against our best interests. By mak- 
ing a strong and vigorous stand fer our rights 
as citizens and business men, we will elevate 
the position of a local agent above that of a 
servant to that of a partner of the under- 
writing firm and be entitled to more considera- 
tion in the management of the underwriting 
business. 

* Another 





important question to the local 
agent to-day is the subject of brokerage, which 
in the very near future must be eradicated 
from the business, and it will need a strong 
combination and the loyal and unqualified 
support of every local agent in the State. Phis 
question is one that -will arise in the near 
future, and it is of as much importance to 
you as it is to any agent in the business. The 
idea has somehow been fixed in the minds of 
the agents in the smaller towns and in the 
country that this organization is for the sole 
benefit of the city agent, but we wish to as- 
sure you that you are entirely mistaken, as 
the city agent, in nearly every instance, has a 
strong local organization whereby they can 
control matters of this kind much better than 
the agents in the smaller towns, or the country, 
where they are not well organized.” 





NEW FIRM AT JANESVILLE. 

John H. Nicholson, Daniel D. Siver and 
Walter H. Martin have formed a partnership 
in the real estate and fire and accident insur- 
business, and will open an office in 
Janesville. Mr. Nicholson is one of the Wis- 
consin state managers of the Central Life 
of Des Moines and has a wide acquaintance 
throughout the State. He will continue in 
that position and will give the new firm only 
his counsel and influence. The other mem- 
bers of the firm are reported as good business 
getters. 


ance 


++ ++ 


WISCONSIN AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 


Agricultura!—John G. Watertown. 

American, N. J.—L. N. Genoa June- 
tion. 

Camden—Charles O. Sowder, Washburn; Henry 
S. Comstock and William W. Culver, Cumberland. 

Continental—-Edw. Aschenbrenner, Park Falls; 
Mrs. Mary Strupp. Athens; H. J. Wunderlich, 
Brillion; W. H. Cash, New Lisbon; H. J. 
Chesick, S. Milwaukee. 

Federal—Emma B. Pulling, Marshfield; Nathan 
Kk. Lane & E. Covey, Phillips; E. D. Stacy, 
Beaver Dam; Herbert L. & Robert H. Markham, 
Manitowoc. 


Conway, 
Burkett, 


County of Phila.—E. Walter Heiss. James L. 
Joyce and Charles W. Fiske, Eau Claire. 
Germania—Francis R. Hughes, Chippewa 


Falls; Surdson & Erickson, Rice Lake. 

Ger. Amer.—F. J. Simons, Humbird; A. E. 
Schraidenbach, Merton; P. W. Jones; Millston ; 
H. C. Olp, Springfield; Otto C. Berge, Valders ; 
. Nelson, Wrightstown; H. M. Tyler, North- 
port; F. H. French, Grimms; Bert Well & Frank 
W. Chase, Dorchester; T. J. Allen, Hustler. 

Hanover—Leopold E. Jochem, Cedarburg; Tru- 
man T. Parker, Kenosha; Cheater R. Case, Knapp. 

Hartford—Alvin 8S. Trow, Merrillan; Frank Al- 
bert Springer, Elmwood. 





North Amer.—Franklin P. Ainsworth, Glen- 
wood; A. Gustav & Oscar J. H. Semmann, and 
John G. Plischke, Milwaukee; Paul A. Rix, Hart- 
ford; Frame & Blackstone, Waukesha; Clarence 


Cc. Fuller, Necedah. 

L. & L. & G., N. ¥.—John S. 
Raubenheimer, Beloit. 

Milwaukee—William F. 
William H. Damm, Collins. 

Mil. Mech.—Edmund E. Haugen, Orfordville. 

Nat'l, Ct.—C. C, Way, Cambridge. 

Nat'l Union—George Stelzer, Oshkosh. 

New Hampshire—Con. W. Lloyd, Ashland; El- 
mer H. Palmer, Antigo. 

North German—Theodore Ernst, Milwaukee. 

Northwestern F. & M.—John Kildahl, Eau 
Claire; 8S. N. Hawkins, New Richmond; Francis N. 
Barry, Hammond: Florence Hemenway, Hudson; 
W. E. Warren, Ellsworth. 

N. W. Nat'l—Alfred Johnson, Waupaca; Ferdl- 
nand Koehn. Oshkosh. 

Norwich Union—George H. Selleck, Lancaster, 


Kenney & Louis 


O'Connell, Fox Lake; 








Palatine—George H. Kelly, DePere. 

Phenix—William W. Cox, Indian Ford; James 
Haggart, Shopiere; John Heil, Tess Corners. 

Phoenix—Thomas F. Konop, Kewaunee. 

Security, Md.—Faist & Getzlaff, Milwaukee; 
John H. Bruns & Gustay H. Guenther, Sheboy- 
gan; Schenian & Giles, Manitowoc; Charles L. 
Handt, Fond du Lac. 

Star—Geo. H. Welton, Marshfield; S. Strauss, 
Janesville; A. J. Kinney, Hudson; Herman J. 
Strauss, Watertown; W. H. Baumes, Beloit; 
Henry Johnson, Edgerton. 

Western Und.—Surdson & Erickson, Rice Lake. 

Campbellsport Mut.—George A. Jacobs, Madi- 


son. 
‘ aad of Oconomowoc Mut.—H. Thomas, Rich- 


eld. 
Mayville Mut.—George A. Jacobs, Madison; El- 
liott Getchel, Rib Lake. 
Poynette Mut.—George A. Jacobs, Madison. 
West Bend Mut.—George A. Jacobs, Madison. 





COMPLAINT IS MADE OF VIOLATIONS. 


Special Agents Cite Cases Where the Agents 
Are Said to Take Advantage of 
Separation. 


The Wisconsin special agents are finding 
now and then evidences of violations -of the 
separation rule in that agents representing 
union companies and receiving graded com- 
missions have an underground arrangement 
for representing non-union companies. The 
most flagrant abuse of the rule seems to be 
having a relative or someone else represent the 
non-union companies ostensibly and having an 
office with or near the union agent. Some 
of these matters are now under investigation, 
and if it can be proved that an underhand 
arrangement is being carried on the union 
agency will be reduced to 15 percent commis- 
sions at once. As a general rule Wisconsin 
has been free from these complications as to 
separation. 





WE OFFER OUR APOLOGIES. 

An error, which we much regret, occurred 
in last week’s issue, in that it was stated that 
B. M. Welch, a Wisconsin field club rater, 
and Miss E, B. Doneen, clerk in the club’s 
office at Milwaukee, were to be married. Mr. 
Welch married Miss Bessie Buttles of Mil- 
waukee about two weeks ago. The informa- 
tion was given to us by one who had just re- 
ceived a letter from a member of the Wiscon- 
sin Field Club in which Mr. Welch’s mar- 
riage and the name of Miss Doneen were both 
mentioned, and in reading it over hastily the 
mistake was made which appeared in this 
paper. 

+e aot 
ELECTRIC W RING AT BELOIT. 

At Beloit, Wis., inspection of the electrical 
equipment shows outside wiring in poor con- 
dition and greatly confused, although pros- 
pects are good for an improvement in the gen- 
eral condition, as the mayor is an insurance 
agent and will support the local inspector in 
his efforts to improve the service. An assist- 
ant inspector has been provided. 





WISCONSIN NOTBS. 

Henry Gollusch has been appointed a second 
agent of the Home F. & M. at Milwaukee. 

Chief Meminger of Milwaukee has asked 
the city council to have thirty-six new fire 
alarm boxes installed in various parts of the 
city. The cost will be over $6,000. 

Agents at Waupun, Wis., are being called to 
book for granting unlimited vacancy permits, 
pending change of tenants, and are requested 
to limit the vacancy to thirty days at any one 
time. 


THE NORTH RIVER 
INSURANGE CO. 


OF NEW YORK, N.Y. 


CAPITAL $350,000. ASSETS $1,175,723. 
Organized 1822. 


A strong, reliable and progressive company, writing 
a general class of business. 

All losses adjusted and paid from the Detroit office. 

Agents wanted at all good points in Michigan and 


Wisconsin. 
W. B, BIERCE, Generat agent, DETROIT, MICH, 








THE WEST AND NORTHWEST 


TO CONTINUE ORGANIZATION WORK. 








Iowa Special Agents Decide to Have Local 
Boards Established Wherever It Is 
Found Possible. 


Des Moines, Iowa, November 2.—( Special). 
—Forty special agents of fire insurance com- 
panies operating in Iowa met here last night 
to consider the advisability of continuing the 
work of organizing local boards in smaller 
Iowa towns. C. W. Fracker, chairman of the 
old advisory committee, who called the meet- 
ing, reported on work of organization. The 
report showed sixteen towns in which local 
boards were organized, including Burlington, 
Cedar Rapids, Council Bluffs, Davenport, Du- 
buque, Des Moines, Fort Madison, Fort 
Dodge, Muscatine, Iowa City, Mason City, 
Oskaloosa, Ottumwa, Waterloo, Sioux City 
and Atlantic. The anticipated division on the 
subject of continuing the work of organiza- 
tion did not develop and after some discus- 
sion the old advisory committee was dis- 
charged and a new one appointed, consisting 
of B. T. Hough of the Hartford, W. A. Hand 
of the AZtna, W. N. Merritt of the American 
of Newark, Ralph Hirsch of the Western 
Underwriters, and Frank Rice of the Des 
Moines of Des Moines.- This committee will 
continue the work of organization along the 
same lines as before. D. C. Carpenter of the 
Queen presided at the meeting and H. B. 
Springer of the Agricultural acted as secretry. 





RATES REDUCED FIVE PERCENT. 

Owing to some improvements in the water 
supply at Topeka, rates have been reduced 5 
percent. An increase of 25 percent was made 
some time ago on account of defective water 
supply and fire department. 

++ +t 
CONSOLIDATION IS SATISFACTORY. 

The Insurance Agency Company of St. 
Louis, composéd of the consolidation of the 
agencies of Moses Fraley, H. M. Blossom & 
Co., Peugnet & Hemenway and Roeslein & 
Robyn, has completed the first sixth months of 
its existence. The result is very satisfactory, 
as the premium income is very much larger 
than the individual firms showed and the 
amount of business written very materially in- 
creased, 


++ ++ 


MINNESOTA AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 


A4itna—H. N. Harding, Cass Lake: William F. 
Lee, Long Prairie; L. H. Wilson, Olivia: D. B. 
McDonald, Virginia; H. C. Tatro, Fertile. 

Detroit—The Smith Staples Robertson Agency, 
Stillwater; J. H. Kertson, Merriam Park. 

Mut. Cash Guaranty—Steve Stalcup, Canby. 

Northwestern F. & M.—Joseph M. Millett, 
Hastings; John Kelly, Waverly; H. L. Hollister, 
Hopkins. 

Pa. Fire—L. J. Fitch, Tracy. 

Phenix—L. H. Wilson, Olivia; Tobias Hogen- 
son, Stewartville. 


++ +H 
WORK OF MISSOURI ASSOCIATION. 

The Missouri Association of Local Fire 
Insurance Agents will take steps at once to 
thoroughly organize the State, perhaps along 
the lines of the organization by counties, which 
worked well in 1901. Efforts are to be made 
to have some of the obnoxious laws repealed 
by the next session of the Missouri legisla- 
ture. The present state administration is said 
to be unfriendly to new legislation, but it is 
hoped the next administration will do better. 
The valued policy law is marked for repéal and 
a more liberal coinsurance law enacted 
Every local agent will be asked to bring influ- 
ence to bear on his representative. 

++ ++ 


KANSAS CITY SPRINKLED RISKS. 

The Western Factory Association has re- 
inspected the following risks at Kansas City 
and found the sprinkler equipments operative : 
Robert Keith Furniture & Carpet Company, 
John Deere Plow Company warehouses, Rob- 
inson-Harrison-Thompson Implement Com- 


pany, Harbison & Mordica Manufacturing Com- 
pany, M.Rumley Company warehouse, C. A. 
Murdock Manufacturing Company, Kingman- 
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Moore Implement Company, Abnerathy Fur- 
niture Company, Newby Transfer & Storage 
Company, Faultless Starch Company, Stude- 
baker Bros. Manufacturing Company, U. S. 
Water & Steam Supply Company, Avery Man- 
ufacturing Company, the Askey Saddlery Com- 
pany, Smith-McCord-Townsend Dry Goods 
Company, William Volker & Co., Western 
Grocer Company, Atlas Oats Company, V. K. 
Sammons Furniture Company, American Lin- 
seed Company, A. M. Hughes Paint & Glass 
Company, Loose-Wiles Cracker & Candy Com- 
pany and Forrester-Nace Box Company. 





DULUTH COMMITTEE WELL TREATED. 


Contingent of Business Men Visit the Com- 
pany Headquarters and Are Told About 
the Confiagration Charge. 


The two business men and R. B. Knox, the 
local agent of Duluth, who came down to see 
the governing committee of the Union regard- 
ing the conflagration charge imposed on that 
city, went away in a good frame of mind. 
They did not consult the Policyholders Union, 
as was anticipated, but went direct to the 
governing committee and were entertained by 
its members after their conference at the 
Union League Club. 

These gentlemen had an idea that it would 
be necessary to get rid of all the defects 
charged in the conflagration rate before any 
reduction would be made. They were told 
that if one set of the requirements was com- 
plied with they would get a reduction regard- 
less of the condition of the others. As is 
known, there are four elements in the con- 
flagration charge, they being 5 percent for 
water supply, 5 percent for fire department, 
5 percent for wall and floor openings and 
5 percent for unprotected windows. When any 
one of these is complied with, the 5 percent 
will be deducted. The Duluth committee ex- 
plained that steps had been taken some time 
ago to remedy the water supply, and that a 
12-inch main, running through the business 
section of the city, would be completed in a 
few days. In view of this, the 5 percent for 
water supply was taken off. The delegation 
evidently was pleased with this attitude of the 
governing committee. 

The Duluth men explained that the time 
for making other appropriations and for city 
expenses was in September, and it would be 
impossible now to do anything in the way 
of defects until September, 1905, and asked 
that the charge for fire department be elimi- 
nated until that time. The governing com- 
mittee explained that this could not be done, 
but suggested that the business men get to- 
gether and make private contributions toward 
getting new engines and a fire tug, and thus 
get the 5 percent for defective fire department 
eliminated. This was looked upon as a rea- 
sonable suggestion, and will probably be acted 
on. The governing committee was told that 
the delegation would recommend that property 
owners make their buildings standard, and 
thus get the charges removed. When the fire 
department is brought up to standard it will 
place Duluth in a higher class and the basis 
rate for the city will be reduced, thus giving 
all the citizens a lower rate. The committee 
from Duluth felt that this was worth working 
for, and the conference ended very amicably. 





NEBRASKA UNSATISFACTORY TO COMPANIES. 

There is not yet a clear sky in Nebraska, 
and there seems to be a lack of co-operation 
on the part of some companies. The organi- 
zation of local boards throughout the State 
is a crying necessity some companies claim, 
but the work done in that line is not very grati- 
fying as yet. 

+e ++ 
LIBERALITY IN FORMS RUNNING RIOT. 

Agents at Davenport, Iowa, have succumbed 
to the liberal dwelling house policy forms. 
Among other features they insure furniture, 
“all while contained in the above-described 
dwelling or in store in any outbuilding on 
same premises,” also “in event of any loss 
claim upon such property contained in barn 
and outbuilding shall not exceed 20 percent of 
the amount of insurance upon this item.” In 





addition to this sixty days vacancy in any one 
year is provided. Companies dislike the dose. 





DES MOINES TO FAKE IMIPROVESMENTS. 


Business Men Insist and Council Decides to 
Act—Thought That Increase May Be 
Withdrawn Pending Action. 


Des Moines, Ia., November 2.—(Special).— 
Business men met with the city council to-day 
and insisted that the demands of insurance 
companies for improvements in fire-fighting 
facilities in the conflagration district be 
granted. 

The council agrees to put four men in all 
three-men fire stations, to extend water mains 
and increase the number of hydrants, to buy 
more hose and of better quality and to install 
at once a fire alarm telephone system. The 
Gamewell system here will also be bettered. 

Business men and local agents are confi- 
dent that they can secure the withdrawal of 
the increased rates for ninety days pending 
further action by the city. 





The matter will now probably come before 
the governing committee of the Union very 
shortly. The larger agencies in Des Moines 
have shown a willingness ta co-operate with 
the companies in securing the charge, but the 
smaller agencies protested. 





GRAIN LINES ARE NOW INCREASING. 


Terminals in the Northwest and the Country 
Houses Are Filling Up, Causing De- 
mand for Insurance. 


Grain in the Northwest is now finding its 
lodgment in the great terminal elevators at 
Minneapolis, Duluth, Superior and points in 
Wisconsin and Michigan which have terminal 
facilities. There is very little grain in the 
Chicago elevators. The country houses are 
well filled, largely because of a lack of freight 
cars to transport the grain to the terminals. 
So far, the elevators are able to secure all 
the insurance they desire, but when the ter- 
minals become full it will probably be impos- 
sible to cover them. Both wheat and fiax 
are being sold at a good price, and hence the 
product keeps moving rather lively. Corn is 
still in the field and has not reached the ele- 
vators and warehouses. As soon as corn is 
harvested it will tend to fill up the different 
houses, and there will be a large demand for 
insurance. 





SPRINKLED RISKS REINSPECTED. 

Reinspections of the following sprinkled 
risks at St. Joseph, Mo., have been made by 
the Western Factory Association, and the 
equipments found operative: Sheridan-Clayton 
Paper Company, G. W. Chase & Son Mercan- 
tile Company, Nare-McCord Mercantile Com- 
pany, Van Natta-Lynds Drug Company, Latts- 
Spencer Grocery Company, Rositzky Bros. 
Mercantile Company, Noyes-Norman Shoe 
Company, Englehart-Davison Mercantile Com- 
pany, Johnston-\Woodbury Hat Company, Rich- 
ardson-Roberts Dry Goods Company, Combe 
Printing Company and McCord Harlow Shoe 
Company. 

++ ++ 
MISSOURI AGENCY APPOINTMENTS. 

42tna—Helm & McRorey, Excelsior Springs; F. 

. White, Lexington. 

American, N. J.—G. A. Gardner, Chula; Ernest 
Marshall, St. Louis; Sheets & Rucker, Trenton. 
American, Mass.—Thomas Gilbert, Nevada. 

Atlas—Firman B. White, Lexington. 

Amer. Cent.—Neville Dixon, Forest City. 
Citizens—James S. Ream, Green Ridge; Nicho- 
las B. Conrad, Montrose; John W. Anderson, 
Rockville. 

Fire Ass’n—Charles H. Payson, Macon. 

Ger, Amer.—Blackwelder & Gray, St. Louis; N. 
Blanch Close, Pacific; Louis Buhl, Kirksville: W. 
J. Webb, Parma; H. M. Allen, Mendon; Arthur 
Gibson, Annada; W. O. Read, Canaan: R. §. 
Phillips, Chloe; J. E. Reed & Co., High Hill; J. 
W. Stigall, Cairo; I. N. Kennedy & Co., Frank- 
ford; W. A. Cannon, Grain Valley: T. J. Wood- 
ard, Lancaster; N. J. Bickel, Levasy; J. J. Me- 
Kinney, Naylor; John Tappmeyer, Owensville: G. 
M. Gwin, Hayti; Frank Kittredge, Hillard: J. F. 
Schnelle, Lemonville; W. E. Huff. Novinger: W. 
P. Blake, Sargent; W. 8S. Kissock, Bois D'Arc; 
J. C. B. Hifner, Atherton. 

Hartford—Wm. E. Thompson. Barnard: James 
B. Lewis, Richland: Huffman & Son, Savannah; 





John C. 8. Foss, Washington; Firman B. White, 
Lexington; Frank W. Reagan, Clinton; J. J. 


Enis & Co., Clyde; Tygard & Klumpp. Rich Hill; 
Edwin H. Brent, St. Louis; Allen Rolston, Queen 
City; Charles O. Howe, Ionia; Harvey B. Ham- 
ilton, Bland; Steer Spaulding, Belle; Lee H. 
Riley, Holt. 

Mil. Mech.—H. B. Smedley, Marceline; Charles 
H. Davis, Richland. 


Mercantile—Tygard & Klumpp, Rich Hill; J. 
L. Bess, Mountain View. 
Merchants—Clarence G. Vantress, Canton; 


Edgar C. Edgar, DeSoto; Lickey & Jones, Galt. 


_New_Hampshire—Hess, Martin & Co., Boon 
ville; Wm. E. Stewart, Nevada. 
Phenix—Firman B. White, Lexington; Joseph 


H. Conrad, Liberal; John R. Wrenn, 
Frank Wanamaker, Sumner. 

Queen—Rhodes & Clasby, Eldorado Springs; E. 
C. Lockwood, McFall, 


++ 


Marceline ; 


++ 


GAVE UP THE FIGHT. 

Frank Haggin of Fort Dodge, Iowa, last 
week withdrew the case against the American 
of Newark and Security of New Haven, which 
he had brought to collect $2,700 under poli- 
cies on his drug store which burned. The 
companies fought the case on one trial, bringing 
out much evidence to show crookedness. The 
jury disagreed and the case was up for a new 
trial when the plaintiff withdrew it without 
warning. 





PLAN OF SURVIVAL OF THE FITTEST. 


Mutuals in South Dakota Will Be Frozen Out 
By the Lingering Process—Still 
Active in Business. 


The stock fire companies in South Dakota 
are now pursuing a policy of freezing out the 
mutuals by a lingering death. It is simply a 
campaign which will result in the survival of 
the fittest. The stock companies are met with 
a recognition of the fact that the six or seven 


‘general mutuals of South Dakota are writing 


about 50 percent of the mercantile business 
and better class of special hazards in that 


State. The loss ratio in South Dakota for 
the last few years has not been high 
and the mutuals have made money, build- 


ing up a small surplus which gave them a mar- 
gin to work on. The mutuals are not after 
the preferred business, the stock companies 
not meeting much competition in this direc- 
tion. When the stock companies reduced rates 
one-third, the mutuals made a similar reduc- 
tion in their rates. So far they are able to 
hold on and write business at these rates. The 
stock companies have simply adopted a wait- 
ing policy, believing that the mutuals cannot 
continue successfully by writing at their pres- 
ent rates for a very long time. At this time 
they are still as keen as ever for business. 





GENERAL WE3TERN NOTES. 

A new tariff is out for Winger, Minn. 

Salisbury, Mo., has voted a bond issue of 
$20,000 for the erection of a waterworks plant. 

Edmond, Okla., has taken off the municipal 
license tax and insurance rates have been re- 
duced accordingly. 

F. C. Secor, special agent for the Sun Insur- 
ance office, has moved his headquarters from 
St. Louis to Kansas City. 

The Smith-Staples-Robertson Company, re- 
cently incorporated in Minnesota, is formed 
by the consolidation of two agencies at Still- 
water. 

Wesley Y. Dilley, formerly in the insurance 
business at Ireton, Iowa, has gone to Indian 
Territory, having transferred his business to 


J. H. Pryor. 


The various buildings of the Minnesota 
state prison at Minneapolis, equipped with 
sprinklers, have just been reinspected and 


found in good order. 


At the banquet tendered Harrison Clarkson, 
the Kansas rater, at Topeka, M. W. Van 
Valkenburg of the L. & L. & G. was toast- 
master. Mr. Clarkson was presented with a 
gold-headed cane. 


It is pointed out in one of the papers of 
Burlington, Iowa, that the electrical condi- 
tions in the city are notoriously bad and that 
unless the council takes action to improve them 
an advance in rates may be expected. 


D. L. Jewett, receiver for the Mutual In- 
surance Company of Des Moines, has been 
awarded a judgment of $100 against Grant 
McLean, who was insured in the company, 
which became insolvent, and is trying to re- 
cover on assessments refused by the defend- 
ant, 
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LIFE INCURANCE CIRCLES 


MARQUETTE UNDER 








INVESTIGATION. 


Attorney of Philadelphia Life Company Wants 
to Know by What Authority It Is 
Operating in L[llinois. 


On Monday of this week, Hoyt King, Chi- 
cago attorney of the Life Insurance Company 
of Pennsylvania, petitioned the Supreme Court 
of Illinois for a writ of mandamus to compel 
Insurance Superintendent Vredenburgh to per- 
mit Mr. King to see the report on the recent 
examination of the Marquette Mutual Life of 
Chicago. It did not become necessary for the 
court to exercise its power, for on Tuesday 
he had the report. After Mr. King had filed 
his petition, he saw the attorney-general, and 
that official informed him that the report was 
of public record and he had a right to see it 
and he would see to it that he had access to it. 

oe 

Mr. King’s object in the proceedings ap- 
pears from the following interview, which he 
gave to one of the papers at Springfield on 
Monday: 

“The mandamus against Mr. Vredenburgh 
grew out of an effort, from October 5 to date, 
to learn whether the Marquette Mutual Life 
Insurance Company of Chicago is anthorized 
to do business in this State. The story really 
begins in August, 1903, when W. P. Thorn 
ton of Chicago, then the associate of Fred H. 
Rowe, attorney for the insurance department, 
received $8,000 to negotiate the transfer of 
the Traders Mutual Life Insurance Association 


to the Western Union Life Insurance Com- 
pany of Chicago. The Traders Mutual was 
then an insolvent in the Sangamon Circuit 


court. 

“On October 28 following, Mr. Rowe, for 
the insurance department, and W. J. Butler, 
receiver of the Traders, consented to the entry 
of an order by Judge Shirley approving the 
transfer of the defunct company. The records 
show that only $2,000 was paid into court 
for the creditors out of this $8,000. 

“Last September this business was trans- 
ferred to the Life Insurance Company of Penn- 
sylvania, and almost immediately the Mar- 
quette Mutual made an attempt to get this 
business for itself. An investigation showed 
that the Marquette, then an insolvent in a 
receiver's hands, had been lifted out of court 
about this time, through the efforts of W. P. 
Thornton, who bobbed up as its attorney, and 
the same man who formerly claimed to rep- 
resent the insurance department. 

“The rehabilitated company claimed to have 
no liabilities, and the records showed it had 
no assets. Mr. Vredenburgh, superintendent 
of the insurance department, has a report of 
the Marquette’s financial condition, and this we 
have been refused permission to inspect. 

“No question has been raised as to our 
right to the information, but the whereabouts 
of the report was a mystery until located in 
Mr. Rowe’s desk. His key promptly disap- 
peared; we made one more formal demand 
and brought the mandamus to compel Mr. 
Vredenburgh to give us an opportunity to 
inspect a public record. We desire to learn 
why this company is permitted to do business 
in this State, and whether the failure of the 
department to act is in any way due to Mr. 
Thornton’s boasted pull.” 

* * * 


The report is an eminently unsatisfactory 
document. It shows that on October ro the 
Marquette Mutual had assets amounting to 
$319, the entire income since it was revived 
in September. No expenses or liabilities ap- 
pear. The greater part of the report consists 
of exhibits showing the minutes of meetings 
of directors and policyholders of the company, 
beginning on September 12, when William 
Penn Nixon and Ephraim Banning, who had 
been president and vice-president before the 
company went into receiver’s hands two years 
ago, met and adjourned. At a later meeting 
new officers were elected, Dr. Andrew E. Con- 
lon becoming president and Willis Palmer, 
secretary of the Western Union Life at Chi- 
cago, becoming secretary and actuary. The 
directors were requested, by resolution, to 
change the name to the Fidelity Life Insurance 
Company of Illinois and to terminate the con- 
tract with the Central Underwriting Company 





of Illinois, the old general agency company 
which controlled the Marquette Mutual before 
the receivership. 

On September 16 twenty policyholders of the 
Western Union Life of Chicago become policy- 
holders in the Marquette Mutual. On Sep- 
tember 20 the policyholders of the Marquette 
Mutual met and elected a new set of directors, 
who organized by electing Leonard Vassall, 
president; Ephraim Banning, vice-president ; 
Willis Palmer, secretary,. and Byron B: 
Sweitzer, treasurer. 

* * * 

It was about this time that the Western 
Union was consolidated with the Life Instur- 
ance Company of Pennsylvania. In that deal 
the Powers-Palmer party in the Chicago con- 
cern lost out to the Binkley-Rosenfeld party. 
It appears that Mr. Palmer and his associates 
proposed to hold all the business of the West- 
ern Union they could, and for that reason re- 
vived the Marquette. This company had been 
organized in Chicago a few years ago and had 
some good people with it originally. It was 
not a financial success, and, after the promoters 
had sunk as much money in it as they cared to, 
they petitioned for the appointment of a re- 
ceiver. It had been lying in receiver's hands 
for two years when it was found available for 
use as a garbage can into which to dump such 
remnants of the Western Union Life as could 
be held from transferring to the Philadelphia 
company. Although it was resurrected, the ex- 
amination does not disclose that any effort 
has been made to reinstate the policyholders 
who were in it at the time the receivership 
began. 


There is no love iost between FE. I. Rosenfeld 
of the Life Insurance Company of Pennsyl- 
vania and Willis Palmer, secretary -of the late 
Western Union, as Palmer succeeded in throw- 
ing Rosenfeld out of control of the Chicago 
company last spring, and now Rosenfeld has 


taken over the Western Union, apparently 
against Palmer’s will. It is alleged that 
Palmer and others sent out literature of a 
character detrimental to the Life Insurance 


Company of Pennsylvania, after the reinsurance 
deal. 

The activity of the Illinois insurance depart- 
ment in seeking to enjoin the consolidation 
about a month after it had taken place is also 
attributed to influence which originated in 
Western Union or Marquette circles. 

It is probable that there will be further de- 
velopments, as representatives of the Phila- 
delphia company allege that an attempt was 
made to hold it up. 





TWO OPPOSITE KENTUCKY DECISIONS. 

Commissioner Prewitt of Kentucky lias re- 
stored the license of the Security Mutual Life, 
after revoking it on the ground that the com- 
pany transferred a case from the State to 
the Federal court. 

» The commissioner was sustained by Judge 
Kirby at Louisville in the contention of the 
Travelers, which sought to enjoin Mr. Prewitt 
from revoking its license because it trans- 
ferred a case to the Federal court. In the 
Security Mutual case, Judge Gordon declared 
the Kentucky law prohibiting a transfer of 
cases to a Federal court unconstitutional. 

++ + 
HERMAN IS WANTED. 

Oliver L. Brown, manager of the Indiana 
Agency Company, general agent of the Federal 
Life for Indiana, is seeking information con- 
cerning J. C. Herman, described as six feet 
tall, weight 180 pounds, nose broken, hair and 
eyes dark. Mr. Brown alleges that Herman 
was in Indianapolis about three months and 
got advances from a number of general agents, 
including the Indiana Agency Company, from 





“WANTED” 


hustling, live man to close business 
with agents for 


Security Mutual Life Insurance Co. 


WM. BOSWELL, Agency Director, CINCINNATI 














which he received $205 at various times. He 
says the police have a warrant for Herman's 
arrest for obtaining money under false pre- 
tenses, and the agency company will 
cute him if he is found. 


prose- 





G. W. MILLEN MOVES TO CLEVELAND, 


Inspector of Agencies of New York Life 
Changes Headquarters from Pittsburg— 
Griffey Goes to Pittsburg. 


George W. Millen, inspector of agencies of 
the great middle department for the New 
York Life, has changed his headquarters from 
Pittsburg to Cleveland, and Agency Director 
Griffey of Cleveland will go to Pittsburg to 
take charge of the clearing house branch of 
the company in that city. Mr. Millen will 
look after the clearing house branch in Cleve- 
land. 

Mr. Millen is well known among life men 
all over the Middle West territory, and is one 
of the best agency directors and inspectors 
in the service of the New York Life. He 
changes his location in order to be in better 
location for nis inspection work. 

Mr. Griffey has made an excellent record 
in Cleveland and this year his office will pro- 
duce as much as last with half the territory. 
In charge of the great Pittsburg field, doubt- 
less still greater results will be accomplished 
as his reward, 


LIFE APPOINTMENTS. 
OLLLO. 
Btna—Wm. VD, Traugh, East Liverpoo! ; 
Shick, Kenton, 
Conn. Gen'l—Wm. F. Atterholt, Cleveland 
Conn. Mut.—J. L. Anderson, Columbus 
Ilartford——L. A. Muher, Berea. 


Michael 


Ilinois—Frank A. Rummell, Kenton: Wrancis 
M. Webster, Bellevue; Grant Pyle, Lima; Frank 
A. Reinhart, Justus. 

Interstate—-Guy II. Buttolph, Alonzo A. French 


and Ilerman C. Haneisen, Columbus. 

John Haneock—Clayton H. Bishop, Centerbure. 

Manhattan—L. H. Hanley, Lorain. 

Mass. Mut.—James 8S. Pugh, Antwerp. 

Mutual Benefit—Geo. 8S. Obear, Cincinnati. 

Mutual, N. Y.—Anna M. Crew, Dayton; C. M. 
Crumley, Lancaster; D. M. McClung, Hamilton; 
Geo. E. Brown, Cincinnati. 

New York—Sheridan G. Rose, Toledo; 

Cummings, Oberlin. 
Y. W. Mut.—Geo. W. Harrison, Lima: Malcolm 
A. Lee, Conneaut; Gilbert E. Neal, Gallipolis: 
F. L. Dille, Lancaster; Ernest Schafer, Norwalk; 
Cc, W. Wyant, Gambier; C. K. Turley, Lronton. 

National, Vt.—Paul L. Chase, Cleveland. 

New England Mut.—John E. Cornell, Wilming 
ton. 

Pittsburg L. & T.—M. E. Goodrich, Shepard; J. 
D. Cowger, Gallipolis. 

Security Mut.—Hiram Tyler, 
Hedrick, Canal Winchester. 

Security T. & L.—Seward E. Jones, 

Travelers—Brock & Norton. 
Phelps, Cleveland; Geo. W. Spencer, Cincinnati; 
N. L. Bryan, Columbus; Andrew L. Iunker, 
Toledo; Harry 8. Taylor, Willoughby. 

Washington—James McCarthy, Lorain. 

WISCONSIN. 

Fidelity Mut.—P. ‘Tscharner. Greenwood; W. 
J. Rush, Loyal; Elmer Christianson, Ettrick; VT’. 
D. McCarthy, Robert P. Neubling, Milwaukee; 
Ilood Worthington, Alma. 

Manhattan—W. C. Cowling, I. M. Allen, Osh 
kosh. 

Mass. Mut.—James F. 

Minn. Mut.—Frank M. Pickard, Ripon. 

Mutual, N. Y.—J. T. Peterson, Black River 
Falls; Charles A. Capwell, Alanson P. West and 
Carl A. Johnson, Milwaukee; C. D. Wiggenhorn, 
Watertown; Miss M. E. Vaughn, Waukesha; A. 
R. Richards, Reedsburg; Christian J. Eck, Rosen 
dale; H. O. Barnhart, Sturgeon Bay. 

National, U. S. A.—J. S. Swensen, FE. If. Hib 
bard, John E. Kagi, A. L. Sangstad, Milwaukee. 

New York—B. H. Volz, La Crosse: Otto J. Leu, 
Grand Rapids; Samuel R. Wason, Dale; William 
E. O'Connell, Milwaukee. 


Wm. B. 


Georgetown; E. C. 


Akron. 
Loveland: Geo. E. 





Sullivan, Antigo. 


N. W. Mutual—George W. Coon. Milton June 
tion: August B: Kubach, South Milwankee; Geo. 
W. Chadbourne, J. R. Olney and SS. UU. Latzer, 
Milwaukee; Gus A. Dexheimer. Howard Grove; 
Harry E. Henry, Kewaskum: tudolph Hofer, 
South Milwaukee; A. George E. Jenner, Stevens 
Point: William Nussbaum,» South Milwaukee; 


Lynn H. Smith, Jefferson. 

Security T. & L.—J. H. Skinner, Mauston. 

Travelers—Edward S. Pattison, Durand. 

MINNESOTA. 

Aitna—Miss Carrie B. Russell, 

Bankers, Ia.—J. R. Blossom, St. 

New York—S. C. Scott, 
Bentley, Salisbury. 

Travelers—H. W. Browne, St. Paul. 

United States—J. P. T. Wenck, Glencoe; H. D. 
Wilson, Forest Lake. 

Washington—H. C. Snow, Wadena. 

INDIANA. 

Germania—W. S. Pickens, Spencer. 

Illinois—William R. Glass, Madison; Wrank M. 
Wakeland, Idaville; Cornelius B. Cain and Irwin 
Ek. Cain, Indianapolis; Grant Pyle, Barber's Mills. 

Mutual, N. Y.—Marshall Thatcher and Joseph 
M. McBeath, Frankfort; John B. Brooke, Clark's 
Lester 
Rockville ; 


Minneapolis. 
Paul. 
Sandstone; T. M. 


Hill; Catharine A. Streeter, Terre Haute; 
De Motte; C. E. Newlin, 


A. Sayers, 
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George L. Crist. Waveland: John M. Caldwell, 
Wolcott; Fred C. Lee, Lowell: Homer E. Smith, 
Brookton; Charles J. Allen, New York City; Ed- 
mund C. Hackett, Jr., Palestine, Ill; John L. 


Winter, Jamestown. 


New York—cC, H. Kruger. Medaryville; J. IL. 
Barlow, Tipton; P. IT’. Moffett, Hartford City; 
T. E. Morrison, South Bend. 

Security Mut.—A. A. Brown, Mechanicsburg. 


United States—Earl V. Shockney, Indianapolis. 
MICHIGAN. 


Atna—Almon L. Gilbert, Lisbon. 
Hartford—Miss Mary E. Hines, Duffield. 





Home—Mrs. Sarah A. Hall and Mrs. Dorothy 
N. Sharpe, Detroit. 

Interstate—Edward Champion, Saginaw. 

Mass. Mut.—_-Wm. H. Snyder, Battle Creek. 

——— J. H. Burley, Almont; E. C. Hart, 
Nay Ci 

ich | John S. Duffie, Croswell; George 
3. Forrester, Deckerville; G. E. Paige, Decker- 
ville; W. F. Davis, Lexington; W. H. Davis, Lex- 
ington; D. Daniels, Saginaw. 

New England Mut.—c. H. French, Bay City; 


Harry Opie, Port Huron. 





New York—Charles H. Brown, Houghton; LP. J. 
McMannes, Thomason. 

Proy. Savings—-G. Perreault, Calumet; Jas. 
Lennon, Detroit: Gee » LaDue, Flint; W. 8. 
Gates, Ida; J. D. surdick, Lansing. 

Security Mut.—-L. H. Turrell and O. 8S. Nichois, 
Detroit: Cornelius Driscoll, Lansing. 

Sun—W. A. Bretchting, Detroit. 

MISSOURL. 

Amer. Cent.—Wm. P. Anderson, Republic. 

Kans. City-——W. N. Brazelton, Kingston. 

Mutual, N. Y.—Wm. E. Maupin, Eureka. 

National, U. S. A.C. BB. Kimbrel, St. Louis. 

Penn. Mut._-James TP. Somerville, Kansas City. 

Travelers—Jesse W. Henry, Jefferson City. 





NORTHWESTERN NATIONAL CHANGES. 


Quits Writing Ordinary Business in Chicago, 
But Will Have a Cashier’s Office and 
Push Provident Business. 


The 


neapolis 


of Min- 


ordinary 


Nerthwestern National Life 
has discontinued writing 
Ciicago. L. E. Spencer re- 
signed as manager, and the company will 
inaintain a cashier's office in charge of H. G 
Cole and do 2 provident business only 

The company and Mr. Spencer held different 
opinions as to the policy to be pursued. The 
company does not look favorably upon the de 
velopment of a large city like Chicago, while 
Mr. Spencer held that the business his staff 
has written was desirable as any on the 
company’s books. Under the circumstances, 
Mr. Spencer decided not to renew his contract 
and on Tuesday morning notified his agents 
that their services would be no longer needed. 
Mr. Spencer has several other propositions un- 
der consideration and will probably be able 
to announce his plans in a week. He will re- 
main in Chicigo in any event and will proba- 
bly take most of his agents to whatever com- 
pany he may contract with. 

The present business of the Northwestern 
National in Chicago comes =~ the censoli- 
dation of three offices. H. G. Cole was the 
company’s old manager in Po city. When it 
took over the Northwestern Life & Savings it 
took over Mr. Spencer, Chicago manager of 
that company, and shortly afterward Mr. Cole 
gave up his office and moved into Mr. Spencer’s 
office, continuing to make collections on his 
own business. Later the provident business 
formerly in the Armstrong & Mohr Company's 
agency was turned into this office also, and 
Mr. Cole became cashier for that. George A. 
Wayne has been cashier for Mr. Spencer's 
business for some time. He thrown out 
by the new arrangement. 

Within a short time the company ‘will issue 
a new provident policy at a dollar a month, 
and it 1s expected that the small force now 
handling provident business under H. S. 
Waldo will be increased, and this branch of 
the business pushed. On this account the 
company will retain its present suite of offices 
on the fifteenth floor of the Marquette building. 


' ° . h- 
business 1 has 


as 


is 





SERIOUS CHARGES ARE MADE, 
W. B. Hanes, vice-president of the Amer- 
ican Life of Des Moines and George Benkert, 
an agent, have been arrested at Des Moines 
charged with conspiracy, malicious threats to 


Talk With McComb 


about a nine ict. Baltimore Bldg., Okla- 

homa City, O. T. Franklin Life is THE 

Company. Fine field—fine contract. 
“NUF CED” 

















extort, obtaining money under false pretenses 
and kidnapping. E. Jeannette claims he 
was forced to sign notes of $15,000 and was 
confined forcibly in different places by these 
men. He alleges they got him to take out 
$10,000 life insurance and then claims they 
got after his money. 


ae ++ 


DOLPH TO OPEN HIS CAMPAIGN. 
President John Dolph of the National As- 
sociation of Life Underwriters will begin his 
adniinistration by visiting the Pittsburg 
sociation and delivering an address at the ban- 
quet there next Monday evening. Pittsburg 
succeeds always in getting the new president 


as- 


first. The ageuts there are royal good fellows 
and want to start the ball rolling in proper 
shape. 





ACTIVITY OF UNITED STATES LIFE. 


Company Is Engaged in Extending Its Agency 
Organization Throughout the Western 
States More Life Is Seen. 


The United States Life is away 
from its hidebound, conservative policy and is 


breaking 


showing considerable more activity in the field 
and at the home office. It has never had an 
extensive agency organization, confining its 
operations to the large cities and in many of 
them having agents that were not progres- 
sive. The United States Life operates largely 
on the state agency system, having one man 


in charge of 2n empire State. J. N. Shockney, 
former Indiana manager, who recently came 
to Chicago to take charge of Indiana, Illinois, 
Michigan, Missouri and Iowa as superintend- 
ent, is outlining a campaign for organization 
in these States. He expects to have a corps 
of fifty agents in this field. Most of this terri- 
tory is undeveloped. Mr. Shockney will open 
a new Chicago agency and place it in charge 
of a manager. J. H. Strong is the city man- 
ager in Chicago, but his time is taken up with 
other affairs and it is impossible for him to 
zive much attention to his agency. Mr. Stock- 
ney formerly lived in Iowa and is a first-class 
life insurance man. 





GET IN TANGLE OVER RECEIVERSHIP. 


Attorneys for Receiver Want to Know Why 
He Did Certain Things and Invoke 
Aid of the Court. 


Franklin 


MacKenzie, & Perry of Des 
Moines, as attorneys for George M. Stearns, 
receiver of the Continental Life Insurance 
Company, have asked that Stearns be forced 
to explain to court why he accepted $75 in 
settlement with J. M. Cline, when a suit was 
pending against Cline in the Federal court. 
They allege that Stearns was instructed to 


bring suit against Cline and others for alleged 
malfeasance and non-feasance and that cred- 
itors of the company had paid in large sums 


as attorneys’ fees to prosecute the derelict 
officers of the company. The attorneys claim 
Stearns has kept the money so the officers 


could not be prosecuted. The court is asked 
to order the receiver to pay over these amounts 
received from Davenport, Clinton, Oskaloosa 


and other places, and to set aside the settie- 
ment made for $75 with J. M. Cline, against 
whom suit is now pending in the Federal 
court. 





SLADDEN CASES TO BE DISMISSED. 

It is announced that Sidney Sladden, for- 
merly general agent of the Pacific Mutual at 
Louisville, who has been under six indictments 
for forgery and four for uttering forged paper, 
has settled with the banks that held the paper 
and that the commonwealth’s attorney will 
probably move that the cases against him be 
dismissed. He was tried on one indictment 
and the jury failed to agreed. 

ae ++ 
TO RESTRAIN THE WESTERN UNION. 

The department of Illinois has 
asked for an injunction to restrain the Western 
Union Life of Chicago from transferring its 
business to the Life Company of 
Pennsylvania, is that neither 


insurance 


Insurance 


It declared 


company has complied with the Illinois law. 
The Western Union has transferred its busi 
ness to the Philadelphia company. It is stated 
that the Illinois laws provide that two-thirds 
of the policyholders of a 


life insurance com 
pany, on the assessment plan, must agree be 
fore a transfer can be effected. 
we ++ 
OLD CASE ON TRIAL AGAIN. 

The case of Henry Howle against the 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Company is 
again on trial before Judge Kennedy in Cleve- 
land. Ten years ago, Mrs. Henry Howle, who 
held a policy in the company, died, The hus- 
band filed proofs of death, but payment was 


refused on the ground that there were a num 
ber of misstatements in the application, one 
of them being in regard to health. Howle 
brought suit to collect the amount, and since 
then the has run the gamut of the State 
courts, gone to the supreme tribunal 
twice and often returned to the lower 
courts for retrial Howle has been granted 
judgments several times, but always some 
thing came up to prevent the payment Phe 
briefs and evidence have accumulated to such 
an extent that it has been bound in a book 
an inch and a half thick. It is possible that 
it will through the courts again and_ the 
question is whether the Supreme court can 
this time sit down so hard on it as to prevent 
a return to the lower courts again 


case 
having 
as 


o 
go 





FIRST WINTER MEETING AT CHICAGO. 


The Big Association Has a Fine Program and 
Listened to Excellent Reports from the 
National Convention, 


Last Friday evening the Chicago 
tion of Life Underwriters held thc 
ing of the season at Kinsley’s. It was one of 
the best that the organization has held, as 
the members who had attended the National 
convention returned from Indianapolis greatly 
impressed with what they had seen and heard 

Vice-President Jonathan W. Jackson pre- 
sided, as President Baker was on the program 

The following were elected to membership: 
D. H. Wright, superintendent, Metropolitan; 
V. W. Wentz. manager, Reliance; E. A. Nel- 
son, general agent, Germania; Elias B. Jones, 
associate general agent, National, Vermont; 
W. W. Denney, general agent, Equitable, 
New York; George C. Clark, State Mutual; 
Charles O. Gregg, State Mutual; H. N. Skil 
lin, cashier, Union Mutual; Charles W. War 
ren, Union Mutual; William T. Wiley, Se 
curity Mutual; Henry T. Bartow, superin 
tendent of agents, John Hancock; Charles H 
Strauss, Equitable, New York. 

The executive committee reported favorably 
upon the applications of George T. Atchley, 
superintendent, Pacific Mutual; J. N. Shock 
ney, superintendent of agents, United States, 
and L, Krieselsheimer, Equitable, New York. 


Associa- 
first meet 


* 


General Funston, whose 
the program as originally made up, was un 
able to be present. The association was for 
tunate, however, in having other visitors, 
the supply of outside talent was good. 

Ellis W. Gladwin, secretary the Homie 
Life, was the first regular speaker. His re 
marks were along the line of the importance 
of the agents to the companies. He said that 
companies might have ample assets, fine home 
offices, good executive officers, and yet they 
would fail without agents. 

Moore Sanborn, third. vice-president of the 
Security Trust & Life, made the most eloquent 
speech of the evening. His theme was the 
need of the association to the business. He 
held that organization is necessary to life un- 
derwriters, men in all other lines of en- 
deavor are going into associations or unions. 
The reformation of field conditions must be 
brought about by field men, and this can be 


FREE TO LIFE AGENTS 


Book of Views of California and Semi-trop- 
ical America may be had by addressing 
CONSERVATIVE LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY, LOS 
ANGELES, CAL. This should be of special 
interest to field men contemplating a milder 


name appeared on 


so 


of 


as 








climate for their winter’s work, 
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done only through organization. Men need 
associations in order to broaden themselves 
and overcome the narrowing and belittling in- 
fluence of minute inspection of the defects 
in others’ companies and paying attention only 
to their own business. “We need to get on a 
mountain once in a_ while,” said he. The 
speaker called attention to the want which 
every man feels some time to have a friend, 
and he considers these associations most excel- 
lent places in which to form friendships. He 
also spoke of the business value of associa- 
tions. A prominent New England general 
agent told him that the Boston association 
had been worth thousands of dollars to him 
and he had not had to rob his competitors in 
order to get the money. 

Henry H. Putnam, editor of the Journal 
of Insurance Economics of Boston, was one 
of the last called upon, and excused himself 
from more than expressing his pleasure at 
being present, as he had put in a very busy 
week with fire insurance men and was too 
tired to make extended remarks. 

* * * 


James H. Shockney, the new superintendent 
of agents of the United States Life at Chi- 
cago, entertained his auditors with some 
humorous comparisons of competition and 
methods before the days of associations and 
those of the present. 

D. M. Baker, president of the association, 
read part of a paper he had read at the con- 
vention of general agents of the Pacific Mu- 
tual at St. Louis early in the week. His 
subject was the duties and responsibilities of 
agents to their companies. It contained so 
many good things that a later speaker said 
it ought to be printed in full and put in the 
hands of all agents. Mr. Baker said there 
was never a time when agents could be as 
proud of their companies or sell life insur- 
ance as easily as now. The duty of an agent 
is to wish to do common things well. A 
skilled laborer in any line has the admiration 


of all. He pointed out the dangers of em- 
ploying as agents failures, men of vicious 
habits, men who are on their uppers and 


expect to get business as charity, tricksters 
and men who can give excellent references 
except their last employers. Common honesty 
is the thing most needed. As is an agent,’so 
is his company in the public estimation. An 
honest agent brings honest policyholders, and 
a dishonest one, dishonest. The first duty to 
a company is to do right; the second, to be 
enthusiastic about it. The men who write a 
million a year and have to borrow carfare 
from their friends are not as numerous as 
formerly, but still with us to some extent. 
The men at the head of the profession have 
spent their lives trying to do their work 
better than anybody else. 
* * * 


Reports on the Indianapolis . convention 
were made by Messrs. Janney, Bishop, Mason, 
W. D. Wyman and Flitcraft. They were 
united in the opinion that it was the best na- 
tional .convention ever held. Mr. Janney 
called attention to the excellent manner in 
which the topics for discussion were handled 
and the remarkable address of Mr. Temple 
of Iowa. He advised all members to get copies 
of the proceedings. Mr. Bishop spoke of the 
great forward movement that has been started 
and how the predominant note of the con- 
vention seemed to be strength. He spoke es- 
pecially of President DeBoer’s address and of 
the essays. He also announced that the re- 
ports showed that Chicago has made the great- 
est growth in membership in the year and now 
has the largest association in the country. 

Fred. B. Mason spoke on the effect on the 
home offices at Hartford that the holding of 
the next convention there would have, and 
expressed the belief that it would give the 
companies a higher appreciation of the asso- 
ciation movement. 

* * * 


W. D. Wyman said two conditions impressed 
him, viz.. the equipment of the men present 
and the high character of the papers. Many 
of the men were college bred and able to 
get on their feet and express themselves 
clearly and readily without notice. He con- 
sidered that the papers, taken together, would 
form an admirable elementary textbook. 

A. J. Flitcraft of Life Insurance Courants 
said that to hear President DeBoer, Mr. Sco- 
vel and Mr. Temple was worth the time and 
money spent, if there had been nothing else 





to the convention. He considered Mr. Tem- 
ple’s address the strongest arraignment of the 
injustice of taxing life insurance that had 
ever come to his notice. Its influence would 
be the greater, as it came from outside the 
profession. He announced a “scoop” on his 
brethren of the press in that he had the en- 
tire address in type, and closed by saying 
that he thought it ought be sent broadcast. 

One of the most pleasing features of the 
evening was the excellent music by the Ori- 
ental Male Quartet. 





METEORIC AGENT TAKES FRENCH LEAVE. 


C. E. Wheeler, a meteoric life agent who 
has been working for the Security Trust & 
Life in Minnesota under Manager E. W. 
Sprague, is charged with embezzling $1,479 
premiums collected. Wheeler was working in 
Crookston, Minn., where he spent money 
freely, drove fast horses and cavorted around 
in a spectacular style. It is claimed he left 
several unpaid debts. His whereabouts is 
unknown. 





HOST FILES ANSWER IN THE SUIT. 





Denies the Allegations Made by the Prudential 
in Its Injunction Proceedirgs Brought 
in. Wisconsin. 


Denying that the Prudential Insurance Com- 
pany had complied with every requirement of 
the State to entitle it to transact business in 
Wisconsin, and declaring that it is conducting 
a banking business contrary to the laws of 
the State of Wisconsin, Insurance Commis- 
sioner Zeno M. Host has filed his answer to 
the suit brought against him by the company. 

Mr. Host alleges that the reports of the 
company are “in many instances false, in- 
complete and unsatisfactory.” He also denies 
“that the Fidelity Trust Company is an insti- 
tution wholly distinct from the complainant.” 

Referring to the standing of the insurance 
and banking department of the State of New 
Jersey the answer “denies on information and 
belief that ‘this department’ enjoys a high 
rank as an alert and efficiently administered 
state department, and alleges on information 
and belief the fact to be that the examination 
of insurance companies conducted by said de- 
partment are superficial and unsatisfactory.” 

It further “denies that the funds of the 
complainant were at the time of filing of 
the complainant’s bill, or now are, properly 
secured.” It goes on to say: 

“Save as it appears from said bill defendant 





does not know and cannot say as to whether 
or not such revocation or refusal to renew 
license would render valueless complainant’s 
agency system, its business connection and its 
good will, or its property rights or interests 
in the State of Wisconsin, and as to whether 
or not irreparable damage and injury would 
result to complainant and its policyholders in 
the State of Wisconsin from such revocation.” 





DES MOINES LIFE UNDERWRITERS MEET. 

The meetings of the Iowa Life Underwrit- 
ers Association have been continued after a 
summer vacation. The October meeting, 
which was the first of the winter series, was 
of especial interest, as reports of delegates to 
the national convention were received. There 
were submitted by Sydney A. Foster of the 
Royal Union, Dr. C. H. Philpott of the Des 


Moines Life, H. G. Everett of the Central 
Life, F. L. Miner of the Underwriters Re- 
view and others, 


++ ++ 
PACIFIC MUTUAL CONVENTION. 

The Pacific Mutual convention in St. Louis 
last week was a great success. Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday were entirely taken 
up with the proceedings. The president, sec- 
ond vice-president, secretary, medical director 
and superintendent of agencies represented the 
home office, and all the general agents except 
three were present. The papers and _ talks 
were excellent and there was much valuable 
discussion of plans, policy forms and other 
questions of interest. 

++ ++ 
CELEBRATED ANNIVERSARY. 


The Metropolitan Life on Saturday cele- 
brated at Des Moines the tenth anniversary 
of the coming of the present district agent, 
Charles L. Levitt, to the city. Agents from 
all over the district were there and enjoyed 
the celebration together. ° 

at ++ 
TWO FRATERNALS MERGED. 

After a conference of two days between the 
officials, the life insurance business of the 
Chevaliers of Akron, Ohio, has been trans- 
ferred to the American Insurance Union of 
Columbus, John J. Lentz, president. This was 
decided upon some time ago, but the formal 
transfer had been delayed until this time. The 
accident and health business will be continued 
by the Chevaliers, as in the past, but no more 
life business will be done. 

The step, it is stated, was taken because of 





TO BOND MEN 


THE MIDDLESEX BANKING COMPANY 


of MIDDLETOWN, 


30th YEAR OF BUSINESS 


CONNECTICUT 
ASSETS, $6,767,338.32 


TWENTY-FIVE MILLIONS OF ITS SECURITIES MATURED AND PAID 
UNDER STATE SUPERVISION 


Now offers its 10 year 44 per cent 


PARTICIPATING COLD BONDS 


INTEREST PAYABLE ANNUALLY 


The Maturity Value of these Bonds is $200.00 and upwards. 
Annual payment 10 per cent of Maturity Value of Bond. 
Payments may be made aunually, semi-annually, quarterly 


or monthly. 


CENERAL, SPECIAL and LOCAL ACENTS 


$2,500 to $7,000 paid to traveling special agents. 


The 


record of the Middlesex Banking Company in the field of 
participating investment bonds ‘has never been equaled. 
Address all cummunications to 


MIDDLESEX SECURITIES COMPANY 


52 Broadway . 


° NEW YORK 











November 3, 1904. 


THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER. 











the fierce competition for life business, which 
involved an immense amount of expense. 
There were about 1,000 members in the State. 
The membership is considered good and will 
be a gain to the American Insurance Union. 
— ++ 
NEW YORK LIFE MEN MEET. 

A two days’ convention of New York Life 
men was held last week in Kansas City. They 
came from the Quincy (Ill.), St. Joseph, cen- 
tral Missouri, western Missouri and Kansas 
City departments. Addresses were made by 
Hamilton Cook of St. Louis, inspector of 
agencies, William Hughes, agency director at 
Quincy, whose men were given the seat of 
honor at the banquet for securing the most 
business above the allotment of their agencies; 
John Talbot of Sedalia, Mo.; Ernest McCaus- 
land of St. Joseph, and Howard C. Boone of 
Kansas City. 

A luncheon was served to the visitors in the 
big dining room of the Midland. In the toast 
programme which followed the principal 
speaker was Morris Weil of Chicago, who has 
been with the New York Life for over twenty- 
five years, and is one of the largest personal 
writers of life insurance in the country. His 
talk was mainly in the nature of advice to the 
younger agents, his counsel being among other 
things that perfect honesty with the men with 
whom they were dealing was always the most 
satisfactory policy. After his talk came the 
query box, the questions in which, contributed 
by the various agents in attendance, were an- 
swered by Hamilton Cook of St. Louis. The 
delegates went in a body to the Grand, to wit- 
ness the performance of “Buster Brown.” The 
last business session was in the nature of an 
experience meeting. 





LIFE NOTES. 

The Columbian National Life has been ad- 
mitted to Iowa. 

The Metropolitan Life has purchased the 
Guaranty Loan building at Minneapolis. 

The Michigan representatives of the Home 
Life were dined in honor of Secretary Glad- 
win’s visit to Detroit. 

The Finnish Mutual Life Association of 
Hancock, Mich., has been licensed by the 
Michigan department. 

The Old Wayne Mutual Life of Indian- 

apolis, which went into the hands of a re- 
ceiver, has been sued for unpaid office rent. 
* W. H. Goddard, formerly with the New 
York Life, goes with the Washington Life 
for the Peoria (Ill.) district. He will reside 
at Washington, Ill. 

Wilbur R. Dennis, general agent of the 
Union Central at Grand Rapids, Mich., died 


October 24. The remains were taken to 
Newark, Ohio, for interment. 
The Minnesota agents of the New 


England Mutual were dined at St. Paul last 
week by General Agent A. J. Reeves, when 
Superintendent of Agents Appel visited the 
agency. 

The Security Trust & Life wrote over 
$1,000,000 last month. This is the first time 
it has struck the million pace. It will write 
during the last three months of 1904 as much 
as in all last year. 


A special committee of the Bay County 
Medical Society of Bay City, Mich., is con- 
sidering the matter of securing uniform rates 
of compensation for making examinations for 
life insurance companies. 

The Equitabie Life has appointed E. E. 
Johnson, cashier in its Kansas City office, suc- 
ceeding Carleton Jackson, who goes to the 
South in other business. Mr. Johnson goes to 
Kansas City from Chicago. 

The administrator of the estate of the late 
John W. Ritchie of Bay City, Mich. has 
brought suit against the Royal League, a Chi- 
cago fraternal, to collect under a certificate 
for $4,000 held by the deceased. 

Manager J. W. Popham of Sedalia, Mo., 
general agent for the Washington Life, is the 
largest producer of that company for the 
recent period. The Herald, the company’s 


paper, in a recent issue prints his portrait. 

The Connecticut Life Underwriters Asso- 
ciation met last week at Hartford to hear re- 
ports of the delegates who attended the Na- 
tional convention. Talks were given by Frank 
Hodge and G. W. Van Fleet of New Haven 


AMONG THE GASUALTY MEN. 


OPENS MERCANTILE BURGLARY AGAIN. 








4Etna Indemnity Begins Writing This Class 
Under Restrictions, After Having Dis- 
continued It a Few Months Ago. 


The A&tna Indemnity Company, after dis- 
continuing its mercantile burglary department, 
has concluded to resume the writing of such 
risks again on a more conservative basis and 
will use considerable judgment in the selection 
of both the risk and locality. It believes that 
there is money in the mercantile burglary 
business, if carefully handled. The company 
will watch the different sections of the large 
cities and keep out of those where there is 
known to be considerable moral and physical 
hazard. It will also place on the prohibitive 
list those classes of business where robbers 
are sure to make a rich haul if they enter a 
store. 





WILL DISBAND ITS ILLINOIS BRANCH. 


Etna Indemnity to Go on Commission Basis— 
Manager Benson Called to Important 
Home Office Position. 


The AEtna Indemnity Company has decided 
to disband its branch office in Chicago, which 
covers Illinois, now in charge of Manager 
J. F. Benson. He has been called to the home 
office to take charge of the underwriting of 
the surety department. The company now has 
its burglary and plate glass business on a 
commission basis in Chicago, which is under 
the supervision of: Manager Benson. ‘The 
company will now give up its quarters in the 
National Life building and appoint an agency 
to take its surety branch on a commission 
basis. 

Mr. Benson came to Chicago in July, 1903, 
when the company had $12,000 in premiums. 
He has increased the business to over $30,000. 
Mr. Benson has made a record that is gilt- 
edged, his promotion to the home office being 
a recognition of his ability. He will leave 
Chicago as soon as the representative of the 
company is arranged for. 

Since H. G. Penniman, formerly southern 
manager at Baltimore, took charge as general 
manager at the home office, the A*tna Indem- 
nity has been on a more stable basis. He was 
given a chance to reduce expenses and the 
loss ratio. The company had been operating 
on too high a gear. It is understood he has 
given satisfaction to the financial interests, 
who now stand ready to increase its capital. 
J. P. Morgan & Co. control the company. 
The company has been beset with internal 
dissensions, but indications point to a removal 
of the disturbing element by January 1, when 
General Manager Penniman will be in sole 
charge. This probably means that President 
Hunt and Secretary Pegram will retire. 





GOING AFTER COUNTY OFFICIAL BONDS. 

The National Surety is going to make a great 
effort to capture a large share of the county 
official bonds, and with this in view will shortly 
announce a lot of new agency appointments, 
and will try to cover every county seat town, 
so that the company can go right after the 
business after the November election. 

+t ++ 
SURETY OUTLOOK BEST IN YEARS. 

William B. Joyce, president of the National 
Surety, and Ballard McCall, second vice-presi- 
dent, were in Chicago last Saturday on their 
way to the East after an inspection of a num- 
ber of the company’s western agencies. Presi- 
dent Joyce says that the surety outlook is bet- 
ter right now than at any time in the past 
seven years. As for his own company, it is 
advancing rates generally, although not on 
every class. While the premium income is in- 
creasing the liability is diminishing, as the 
company is going through a house-cleaning 
process, weeding out a lot of business which 
it had carried at a loss for years in the hope 
that it would become profitable or that an op- 
portune time would come to advance the rate. 





and Eli D. Weeks of Litchfield. 





advancing the rates and getting the business 
on a profitable basis or losing it altogether. 
++ ++ 
ATTACHED THE DEPOT. 

The Maryland Casualty, it is reported, has 
attached the depot of the Dayton, Springfield 
& Urbana Electric Railway Company to sat- 
isfy a claim against Arthur E. Appleyard, 
claimed to be doing business under the name 
of the Great Northern Construction Company, 
on a bill of $14,985, alleged to be due the com 
pany from Mr. Appleyard. He is one of the 
chief stockholders of the electric road men- 
tioned and several others in Ohio. It is preb- 
able that the matter will be settled in some 
amicable manner. 


LIABILITY CONFERENCE MAY QUIT. 


President Stone of the Maryland Casualty Says 
Companies Must Consider Continuing Con- 
ference or Dissolving It Amicably. 


Immediately following the announcement of 
the withdrawal of the Employers Liability from 
the Liability Conference last week, Presi- 
dent John T. Stone of the Maryland Casualty 
said that unless this withdrawal should be re- 
considered, which did not appear probable, “‘it 
is obvious that the remaining companies in the 
conference have to consider the question of 
continuing the conference with so few mem- 
bers or agreeing upon an amicable dissolution 
of it. Relations among the conference com- 
panies have been so cordial and the conference 
has been so unquestionably a factor of prime 
importance in the liability business generally 
that the suggestion of its dissolution must 
necessarily be received with deepest regret and 
must be considered with the utmost care before 
becoming an actuality. However, whether the 
conference continues or not, this company cer- 
tainly will continue to be guided by the accu- 
mulated experience and by the same sound 
principles of liability underwriting which it 
always has been its aim to follow and which 
it particularly has adhered to since its entrance 
into the Liability Conference five years ago.” 

The liability companies yet remaining in the 
compact held an informal meeting in New York 
this week to discuss the situation following the 
retirement of the Employers Liability. The 
officers will hold another meeting as soon as 
Manager Masters of the London Guarantee re- 
turns from England. It is felt in New York 
that the compact will not be disbanded, but 
will be held together in some way or other. 





LIABILITY ASSOCIATION LIKELY TO WIDEN. 

The pleasant personal relations existing 
among most of the liability managers in Chi- 
cago seem likely to result soon in the broad- 
ening of the scope and extension of the mem- 
bership of the Chicago Liability Association. 
During the years of its existence since the 
Liability Conference was organized its mem- 
bership has gone up or down with the number 
of companies in the conference. Recently 
there has grown-up quite a strong sentiment 
in favor of taking in the representatives of 
non-conference companies and increasing the 
usefulness of the organization. As its in- 
fluence all comes through a building up of 
closer social relationships among its members, 
and it is not a legislative or rate-governing 
body, there appears no good reason why this 
should not be done. 


++ ++ 


TO WRITE LIABILITY RISKS IN OHIO. 

The United States Casualty has put up the 
necessary deposit in Ohio to do liability busi- 
ness. It has been writing health and accident 
insurance, but now enters the State for 
liability. It is a splendidly managed institution. 

++ ++ 
TO HAVE PLATE GLASS COMPACT. 

Representatives of eleven companies writing 
plate glass insurance met last week in New 
York to hear the reports of the committees on 
rates and commissions. One of the committees 
reported in favor of the establishment of a 


central bureau, in charge of a manager to take 
charge of the co-operative work in plate glass 





Now the company is cleaning these risks up, 





underwriting and to hear grievances and 
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charges of violations of the rules. An agrce- 
ment will now be drawn up for the signatures 
of companies. The outlook for a plate glass 
compact is very bright. 





ACTION OF EMPLOYERS LIABILITY 


Corporation Withdraws from the Liability Con- 
ference Facts Believed to Have Been the 
Basis of This Move on Its Part. 


On October 26 the Employers Liability 
withdrew from the Liability Conference. The 
announcement of its action was a surprise to 
liability underwriters, and yet not a cause of 
great wonder. The Employers Liability was 
one of the original organizers of the confer- 
ence and has remained in it up to the present 
time. Being the oldest of the liability com- 
panies in the world, it never went through 
the period of getting a business on its books 
by cutting rates in competition with the older 
companies. Its American management has 
been eminently conservative, and it has made 
money in all but three of the fifteen years it 
has been in the business in this country. 

* * x 

As it has never been governed by a strong 
desire for great volume of business unless the 
quality and rate gave promise of profit to the 
company, it has not been a great factor in 
competition for target lines, but has built up 
a business mostly of comparatively small risks. 
On this class of business it found the pres- 
ent rates adequate. In the past few months 
there has been much said about the revision 
of the conference rates and the advances 
which might be expected on some classes. It 
is believed that the Employers Liability was 
not in sympathy with this expected advance 
and therefore withdrew from the conference. 

There is not the slightest ground for fear 
of any war by reason of its action. Manager 
Appleton has notified agents of the change and 
instructed them in the same letter to adhere 


to tariff. The company would have to rev- 
olutionize its methods to become a cut-rate 
concern. There is no doubt that it will con- 


tinue in about the same way it has pursued 

heretofore and that its recent action will have 

little or no effect on the business in general. 
* * * 

Whether the withdrawal of the Employers 
Liability will have any effect on the Liability 
Conference remains to be seen. There are 
now but four companies left in the conference, 
Long Guarantee, the Fidelity & Casualty and 
United States Casualty, which were original 


members, and Maryland Casualty, which has 
since joined. The Standard Accident with- 
drew about a year ago, and the Travelers 


several years ago, while so many companies 
have entered the business within a few years 
that the conference companies now constitute 
but a small part of the companies, and trans- 
act but a minority of the total business. 
These withdrawals, of course, have a weak- 
ening effect, as they deprive the conference of 
‘the experience of the withdrawing members 
and throw the entire cost of maintenance on 
‘'the few remaining companies, while the con- 
ference rates cut less and less of a figure. 


The Employers Liability evidently desires 
to underwrite according to its own experience. 
It feels it has sufficient experience to warrant 
this. With the state differentials determined 
by the Liability Conference, the Employers 
Liability agrees in the main. It recognizes the 
fact that with the difference in laws and 
conditions in the various States, it would be 
unjust to charge the same rate everywhere. 
At the same time the company believes that 
the continuous high loss ratio of some com- 
panies in certain fields is due to poor man- 
agement. The Employers Liability does not 
feel inclined to push up rates in States where, 
by superior management and economy in ex- 
pense, it has secured a profit, just because 
some of the other companies have made no 
money. 

x * x 

Again, the claim department system of the 
Employers Liability is just the opposite of 
the American method. The former believes 
in making its general agents the head of all 
its business in their respective fields. They 
must be held responsible for not only the 
underwriting and business getting, but the 
claim department. 


First an adjuster and aft- 








erward an underwriter is the course pursued 
in training men for managerial ranks in this 
institution. The American system divorces 
the manager from the claim department. 
The two are separate branches, the head of 
each supreme in his own work and not to be 
interfered with by the other. 


The Liability M section has declined as 
an organization for maintaining rates. Soa 
much outside competition has forced it to 
grant special rates on every hand, until the 
manual has become a basis from which de- 
ductions are made. In securing new or non- 
conference risks, competitive rates in almost 
every case are made. The influence of the 
conference has-been beneficial in tending to 
raise rates to a profitable point, even outside 
companies trailing as near to the manual as 
they could. The pooling of statistics has cer- 
tainly proved valuable. 





RETRENCHING ON HEALTH POLICIES. 
Indications That Companies Are Seeing the 
Error of Their Ways and Want to 
Get on Better Basis. 


There are numerous indications that the ac- 
cident companies are retrenching on health pol- 
icies. The Philadelphia Casualty is issuing 
a new policy to supplant its former general 
health policy, in which it is provided that the 
insurance does not go into effect until fifteen 
days after the policy is issued. Its rates are 
based according to age, running from $20 up- 
ward and graded according to five-year per- 


iods. Heretofore the rates have been graded 
on ten-year periods. The Philadelphia Cas- 
ualty has never given more than twenty-six 


weeks indemnity and its policies also provide 
that the benefits shall go into effect from the 
time the notice is filed for a claim. 





BANK BURGLARY LOSSES BEGINNING. 


Some Daylight Robberies Are in Evidence This 
Fall—Sensational Case of Treasurer of 
Meigs County, Ohio. 


Bank burglary losses have begun to be in 
evidence following the approach of cooler 
weather. There have been a few daylight 
holdups, for which the bank burglary com- 
panies are held responsible. The most note- 
worthy case, which promises to be sensational 
in its outcome, is the Meigs county treasurer 
at Pomeroy, Ohio, who claimed to have been 
robbed on September 9 and to have had $14,500 
stolen from the safe. He has now been in- 
dicted on grounds of embezzlement, it being 
claimed that he used the robbery story as a 
ruse to cover up his tracks. The United States 
Fidelty & Guaranty Company had a $10,000 
bank burglary policy on the county treasury 
and it is understood was also on the treas- 


urer’s bond. By bringing embezzlement 
charges the burglary policy is relieved of 
liability if they can be sustained. 





SPRINKLER LEAKAGE IN OHIO. 


Considerable sprinkler leakage insurance is 
written in Ohio. The Maryland Casualty 
probably gets the largest share, although the 
American Lloyds, not admitted to the State, are 
said to cut quite a figure in the business. The 
United States Casualty also writes it. It is 
supposed to be a profitable line of business, 
as rates are considered adequate. A sample 
of the rates of one company follows: Whole- 
sale dry goods, $1.50 premium for $100 insur- 
ance; retail dry goods, $1.75; hardware, $2.50; 
paper and textile goods, $3; jewelry, $1.25; 
lithographers and printers, $2; machinery, 
$1.2 
— ++ ++ 

ORGANIZATION OF SURETY COMPANIES. 

Several of the surety companies have banded 

together to form the United Auditing and 
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Adjusting Association, with headquarters in 
New York. The plan is to co-operate along 
lines that will be for the benefit of business. 
Experience will be pooled. Charles A. Dean, 
former president of the National Surety, will 
be president of the new association and W. 
I. Hawks, former superintendent of agents 
of the National, is secretary. The members 
so far are the Atna Indemnity, Empire State, 
National Surety, City Trust, Title Guarantee 
& Trust, Bankers Surety, U. S. Fidelity & 
Guaranty. The companies desire to plan a 
more scientific basis of operation. 
++ ++ 


NEW TRIAL DENIED. 

The United States Fidelity & Guaranty Com- 
pany has been denied a new trial in the case 
in which the Des Moines National Bank at 
Des Moines, Iowa, was awarded a judgment 
for $5,000, the amount of money which disap- 
peared while in charge of Elton C. Kelley, 
paying teller, whom the guaranty company had 
bonded. Judge Smith McPherson of the 
United States Court, wherein the case was 
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tried, holds that when young Kelley took 
charge of the reserve fund, amounting to over 
$100,000, he was responsible for every dollar, 
and that when he turned it back with $5,000 
short he was still responsible, as he should 
have counted it before certifying it was there. 
++ 





++ 
WANTS OPINION ON CRAFTS LAW. 

City Treasurer Coffinberry of Cleveland has 
asked the city law department for an opinion 
on the validity of the Crafts surety law. The 
bonds ef the school officials are now expiring 
and the city has paid for some of them. Mr. 
Coffinberry, however, wants to know about the 
law before he pays out any more money in this 


way. 
se t+ 
CASUALTY APPOINTMENTS. 
OHIO. 
ina Indem—J. §S. Miller, Allianec; Charles 


Tiffin. 
Grand Rap- 


A. Gribble, Fostoria; Clyde C. Porter,. 
Continental Cas.—John V. Barton, 
ids. 
Great Eastern Cas.- 
S. A. Darling, Centerburg; A. Fa Peterson, 
Mansfield; Chas. M. Purmort, Van Wert. 
Ilartford S. B.—H. N. Throckmorton, 
Barker, Frost, Chapman & Wall, Toledo. 
North Amer, Acci.—E, O. Smith, Wilmington ; 
Will M. Ayers, Coshocton ; Frank M. Barber, Cha- 
grin Falls; James W. Scott, Newark; Wm. C. 
sShott, New Philadelphia; Chas. Rogers, Sycamore ; 
John Bell, Grant Funk and L. B. Halverstadt, East 
Liverpool ; Alexander 8S. Greenbaum, Barberton. 
New Amsterdam Cas.—Geo. W. Gridley, Akron; 
W. L. Pearce, Greenville; Henry C. Grofllin, Piqua ; 


Delaware ; 
West 


-Mary D. Young, 


Toledo ; 


Carl H. Curtiss, Kent; Isaac C. Gibbons, Akron ; 
Isaae Conard, Massilion. i 

Ocean Acci.—H. E. Fite ow Cleveland. 

Phila. Cas.—H. 8S. Campbell & Co., Mt. Ver- 


non; John H. MacDonald, Zanesville; The Julian- 
Sargent Company, Columbus; Chas. F. Davidson, 
Canton; Ray M. Lance, Fostoria. 

Pa. Cas.—Harry E. Lott, Marion; Chas. A. 
Tyler, Fremont. 

Standard Acci——Earl L. Titus, Pomeroy; Wm. 
A. Bell, Leipsic. 

Title Guar, & Tr.—James T. Carroll, Columbus. 

U. S. Cas.—Fred C. Zinsmeister, Zanesville. 

U. S. Health & Acci.—J. S. Shantz, Cleveland. 


WISCONSIN, 
Cas.—J. C. 
Eau Claire ; 
Taintor, Ashland, 
Cas.—A. C. Matthews, 

Watertown; William 


Continental 
S. A. Martin, 
tigo: Cc. D. 

Fid. & 
Schoechert, 
burg. 

General 
I’. Knapp, 

Met. PI. 


Menomonie ; 
Beedle, An- 
Blair ; 


Riggert, 


Gregory, 
John F. 


Paul 
Reeds- 


Acci., Seot.—William S8. 
Milwaukee. 
Gl.—Sig. R. Levy, Emil J. 
Walter T. & William I. Greene, Milwaukee. 
Ocean Acci.—L. W. Starbird, Fond du Lac. 
Travelers—Edward S. Pattison, Durand; 
ward D, Loomis, La Crosse. 
U. S. Fid. & Guar.—Thomas F. 
waunee; C. R. Mead, Plymouth. 
INDIANA. 

Dailey, Terre Haute. 
Wm. O. Wehrly, Milford; Arm- 
Jeffersonville; Herman & Zigler, 


Spicer, George 


Ilansen, 


Ed- 
Ke- 





Konop, 


4ctna—J. A. 
Fid. & Cas. 
strong & Frank, 

Elkhart. 
Title Guar. & Tr. 
cie; Clark & Clark, 
Travelers—T. A. 
Hardesty, Valparaiso; 
James E. Reynolds, Jr., 
Winkle, Evansville. 


Kirkpatrick & Brown, Mun- 
Bluffton. 
Derrickson, Shelbyville; A. R. 
John Held, Williamsport ; 
Attica; Francis M. Van 








U. S. Cas.—E. B. 
U. S. Fid. & Guar.—John G. Yeagley, Angola; 
Hale & Markley, Bluffton. 
MINNESOTA. 


Abbett, Columbus. 


Columbian Relief Fund 
Paul Park; Theodore D. 


Briggs, St. 
Paui. 


Harvey A. 
Pateaud, St. 


Fid. & Cas.—S. F. Heath, Wells; G. F. Sylves- 
ter, Plainview. 
Union Acci. & Ben.—Mrs. Helen Gould, Eyota; 


Elmer Hanson, Harmony. 
MICHIGAN. 
—-Schobert & Erickson, 


Ilartford §, B. Tronwood. 


Nat'l Surety—Frank A. Douglas Agency, 
Houghton. 
Pa. Cas.—David Armit, Laurium. 


Travelers—Wm. H. Bockus, Allegan. 
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U. 8S. Cas.—John A. Bryant and Bert Cooper 
Petoskey. 

Amer. Relief—F. G. Austin, Romeo. 

Mich. Benevolent—John R. Campbell, Barry 
ton; Charles Smith, Frederic. 


Standard Benefit—W. J. Twomey, Detroit; 


Archie Grover, Drake; Archie Cook, Grand Blanc ; 
H. B. Goette, Orion; L. J. Price, Oxford; Wm. 
Carroll, Saginaw; Fred E. Wells, West_Bay City. 
S. Acci—James Hakes, Boyne City; Avery 
Coon, Clarkston; John Rohl, Detroit; G. W. 
Jepson, Sturgis. 
MISSOURI. 
Cont. Cas.—G. W. Trimble, Columbia; C. A. 
Gennings, Tuxedo. 


Scot.—John W. Hallock, Aurora. 
-Atwood & Johnson, St. 


General Acci., 

New Amsterdam Cas.- 
Louis, 

Nat'l Surety—R. L. Stewart, 

Ocean Accident—Fred Emert, 





Kansas City. 
Macon. 





CASUALTY NOTES. 
The New 


Amsterdam Casualty has entered 


\ 

' 

i 

the office of Atwood & Johnson in St. Louis, ! 
recently appointed general agents for the | 
Standard Accident, ' 
The North American Accident has been ex- ' 


amined by the Colorado department and the ' 
report shows an increase of $30,000 in net sur- | 


THE COLUMBIAN 
NATIONAL LIFE INSURANCE 
COMPANY 


BOSTON, lASS. 


Incorporated under the 
laws of Massachusetts 








paper PARKER, - - - - 
FORNES, New York } 

Ww. “BU TLER WOODBRIDGE, Koston - Vice-Pres. 

GEO. H. HOLT, Chicago ) 


President 





plus since January I. 





John R. Turn, formerly manager of the ac- 
cident and liability business of the Travelers 
at Buffalo, who went to St. Louis a year 
ago to reorganize the St. Louis office, will 
remain in St. Louis permanently. 

Henry O’Flynn, who has been with the 
Standard Accident in St. Louis, has been ap- 
pointed superintendent of the Pennsylvania 
Casualty for Missouri and Illinois. It has 


alredy been admitted to Missouri and is now 
entering Illinois. 


Upon rumor that the American Credit-In- 
demnity would shortly declare 20 percent divi- 
dend, the stock of this company, which has 
been selling around $160 on the St. Louis stock ! 
exchange, has shot skyward and the last 
corded sale was about $200 a share. ' 





re- ! 


Hugh Nelson, superintendent of agents at 
the New York office of the Hartford Steam 
Boiler, has resigned to become manager of 
the steam boiler department of the Casualty 
Company of America. The latter company 
will make a hard drive for boiler business, but 
will confine its operations largely to the big ' 
cities. i 











THE PACIFIC 


MUTUAL 


OF CALIFORNIA 


ITS LIFE POLICIES GUARANTEE 
DIVIDENDS. IT IS AN OLD TIME 
TRIED COMPANY. ASSETS 
NEARLY SIX MILLION. SURPLUS 
TO POLICYHOLDERS NEARLY 
$1,000,000.00. AGENTS WANTED. 


DANFORD M. BAKER 


CENERAL ACENT 
608 Marquette Building, CHICAGO 














Company: 


western agents. 














Men of Character are attracted to the 
Agency Force of the Northwestern 
Because the Northwestern accepts busi- 
ness only from regular agents of the 


Because Northwestern policies command 
100 cents on the dollar. Rebating 
has been prohibited for ten years. 

Northwestern commissions are for North- 


Best Resutts To Poticy-Ho.pers. 
Most ATTRACTIVE Po.iciges. 
Issues PARTNERSHIP AND CORPORATION INSURANCE. 





For further information or an Agency, address: 


H. F. NORRIS, Superintendent of Agencies. 





Co. 


Assets, Jan. 1, 


General Surplus, 














Northwestern 


Mutual Life. Insurance 


H. L. PALMER, President. 


ee 
Liabilities, including $25,897,879 
surplus accumulations held 
to meet tontine and semi- 
tontine contracts, . . . « 


Business of 1903 largest in history of 


Purely Matual, and transacts business only in 


The 


of Milwaukee. 


J. W. SKINNER, Secretary. 
Organized 1857. 





$178,200,625.20 


172,585,861 30 
$5,614,763.90 





Company. 





the United States. 





a 





20 





THE WESTERN UNDERWRITER. 











A Great Company for Agents 


Absolute Security. 


AETNA LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 


MORGAN G. BULKELEY, President 


The leading Insurance Company in New England and the largest Company in the world writing 


LIFE, ACCIDENT, HEALTH AND LIABILITY INSURANCE 


Assets over 70 Millions. Paid to Policy Holders 140 Millions 


PROMPT SETTLEMENT OF CLAIMS 


Prompt Investigations, Thorough Inspections, Unequaled Service, Liberal Adjustments, Fair Dealings, 


Address the Home Office at HARTFORD, CONN. 











INCORPORATED 1865 


GERMAN 
INSURANCE CO. 


OP FREEPORT, ILL. 


THE LARGEST AND MOST SUCCESSFUL 
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY IN THE WEST 





Assets, January, 1904............. $4,910,606.82 
Cash Capital 200,000.00 
Liabilities, including reinsurance.3,207,011.21 
Net SURPLUS........ eves cove core 008,095.61 





C. 0. COLLMAN, Pres. WM. TREMBOR, Sec. 
HENRY BAIER, V.-Pres. F. M. GUND, Ass’t Sec. 
D. B. SCHULTE, Treas. 

THOS. H. SMITH, State Agent, Dayton, Ohio 
CARL H. SMITH, Special Agent, Dayton, Ohio 


The Massachusetts 
Mutual Life Insurance Co. 


SPRINGFIELD, MASS. 
INCORPORATED 1851 


Assets, January 1, 1904, $33,590,999 
Liabilities, $30,943,508 
Surplus, $2,647,491. 

Definite paid-up and cash surrender values 
written in every policy 

JOHN A. HALL, President 
HENRY M. PHILLIPS, Vice-President 








CINCINNATI OFFICE: 201 Johaston Building. 
CHICAGO OFFICE: 316 Merchants’ Loan & Trust Building, 
L. Brackett Bishop, Mgr. 











Sometimes a revision of policy 
forms means little. It stands for 


THOROUGHNESS 


in every detail in the changes that 
have been made by the Union 
Mutual—re-arrangement of fea- 
tures, reduction of rates, liberaliz- 
ing of rights, a contract modern 
to the highest notch. A policy 
that looks well, sells easily, and 
pleases long. 


UNION MUTUAL LIFE 
INSURANCE CO. 


PORTLAND, MAINE 
FRED E. RICHARDS, Pres. ARTHUR L. BATES, V.-Pres. 
Agents always desired—the kind 
who write policies and hold them 


ADDRESS EITHER 
THORNTON CHASE, Supt., 84 Adams Street, Chicago, Ill. 
EDSON D. SCOFIELD, Supt , 180 Broadway, New York City 








GERMARIA 


FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 


Organized 1859 


62 and 64 William St., Cor. Cedar, New York 


Statement Januury 1, 1904 








SII 55.54 whoo cheeen 248% Sood cee $1,000,000.00 
Reserve for Unearned Premiums..... 2,178,048.74 
Reserve for Losses and all other 
Rios date tpestvednecess: ecenes 153,325.78 
WRG BUTAUE voce voce nscces covcctesevese 2,518,464.11 
re ore $5,849,863.33 


HUGO SCHUMANN, President. 
Fr. Von Beenvutnh, V.-Pres. Geo. B. Epwarps, V.-Pres. 
CHARLES RUYKHAVER, Sec. Gustav KEuR, Ass’t Sec. 


Western Department 
E.G. HALLE, Mgr. Royal Insurance Building, Chicago, Ill. 


What is the use of saying ‘‘the best company,’’ 
or ‘‘the strongest company,”’ or ‘‘ the largest 
company?’’ They all say those things. 


We Say Simply 


—THE— 


PENN MUTUAL LIFE 
INSURANCE COMPANY 


OF PHILADELPHIA 








Organized 1847 


That Tells the Whole Story 


CHARTERED 1866 


Hartford Life Insurance 
Company, 


HARTFORD, CONN. 
GEO, E.KEENEY, Pres. CHAS. H. BACALL, Sec’y. 


Up to date in business methods 
—in contracts —in plans — 
BEST Insurance to Buy or to 
Sell—Ordinary Life and 
Limited Payment Policies— 
Automatic Endowments at 80 


$25,500,000 PAID TO BENEFICIARIES. 
Liberal Contracts for Business Getters. 
INVESTIGATE 











Continental Casualty Co. 


Capital Stock $300,000.00 
Accident om Health Insurance 


General Offices: CHICAGO 
Policies are Protected by more than One Million 
Dollars Assets. Over $5,000,000 paid in claims 
to 175,000 of our Policy holders. 


Good Contracts in Good Territory to Good Men 





——PropvucEers ADDRESS—— 
H. G. B. ALEXANDER 
Second Vice-President and General Manage: 
134 [lonroe Street - = CHICAGO 














in selecting a profession 
that offers the greatest 
prospect of success 
me should read the booklet, 

Le ees “CAREERS FOR THE 
PRUDENTIAL ~ =~ COMING MEN.” by 
Hon. John F. Dryden. 
It is a practical discus- 
[ sion of the opportunities 
offered in the field of 
Life Insurance. A copy 
will be sent, free, upon 
request. 


THE PRUDENTIAL 
INSURANCE COMPANY OF AMERICA 


Home Office JOHN F. DRYDEN 
NEWARK, N. J. President 
Prudential Agents are Money Makers. Open Territory 

for Energetic Men. Visit the Prudential’s Exhibit, 

Palace of Education, World’s Fair, St. Louis. 


£ 


STRENGTH OF 
GIBRALTAR 
i , 














ow 
Cc. H. BUNKER FRANKLIN H. HEAD 
Pilon vicsBesdee 1]1 EVERY MAN INTERESTED 
A. A. SMITH H. G. B,. ALEXANDER 
Secretary ad V.-Pres. & Gen. Mgr. 


or NEW VORK. 


A ccident «aa Health 
Policies. 


Large Benefits. Low Rates. 
Best Commissions. 


KIMBALL C. ATWOOD, Sec’y. 
290 Broadway, - - = New York. 























